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Poetry has long been regarded as the least accessible of literary genres. But how much does the obscurity that
confounds readers of a poem differ from, say, the slang that seduces listeners of hip-hop?  Infidel Poetics
examines not only the shared incomprensibilities of poetry and slang, but poetry's genetic relation to the
spectacle of underground culture.

Charting connections between vernacular poetry, lyric obscurity, and types of social relations—networks of
darkened streets in preindustrial cities, the historical underworld of taverns and clubs, the subcultures of the
avant-garde—Daniel Tiffany shows that obscurity in poetry has functioned for hundreds of years as a
medium of alternative societies.  For example, he discovers in the submerged tradition of canting poetry and
its eccentric genres—thieves’ carols, drinking songs, beggars’ chants—a genealogy of modern nightlife, but
also a visible underworld of social and verbal substance, a demimonde for sale.

Ranging from Anglo-Saxon riddles to Emily Dickinson, from the icy logos of Parmenides to the monadology
of Leibniz, from Mother Goose to Mallarmé, Infidel Poetics offers an exhilarating account of the subversive
power of obscurity in word, substance, and deed.
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From reader reviews:

Bryan Rodriguez:

This book untitled Infidel Poetics: Riddles, Nightlife, Substance to be one of several books that best seller in
this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to
buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is
no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Janice Smith:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as
in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be Infidel Poetics: Riddles, Nightlife, Substance why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Stacy Perry:

This Infidel Poetics: Riddles, Nightlife, Substance is great e-book for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
That book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences within
it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with
straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Infidel
Poetics: Riddles, Nightlife, Substance in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this e-
book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt
which?

Judi Orta:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of
us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Infidel Poetics: Riddles, Nightlife, Substance will give you new
experience in studying a book.
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