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In Politics without a Past Shari J. Cohen offers a powerful challenge to
common characterizations of postcommunist politics as either a resurgence of
aggressive nationalism or an evolution toward Western-style democracy. Cohen
draws upon extensive field research to paint a picture of postcommunist
political life in which ideological labels are meaningless and exchangeable
at will, political parties appear and disappear regularly, and citizens
remain unengaged in the political process.
In contrast to the conventional wisdom, which locates the roots of widespread intranational strife in deeply
rooted national identities from the past, Cohen argues that a profound ideological vacuum has fueled
destructive tension throughout postcommunist Europe and the former Soviet Union. She uses Slovakia as a
case study to reveal that communist regimes bequeathed an insidious form of historical amnesia to the
majority of the political elite and the societies they govern. Slovakia was particularly vulnerable to
communist intervention since its precommunist national consciousness was so weak and its only period of
statehood prior to 1993 was as a Nazi puppet-state. To demonstrate her argument, Cohen focuses on
Slovakia’s failure to forge a collective memory of the World War II experience. She shows how communist
socialization prevented Slovaks from tying their individual family stories—of the Jewish deportations, of the
anti-Nazi resistance, or of serving in the wartime government—to a larger historical narrative shared with
others, leaving them bereft of historical or moral bearings.
Politics without a Past develops an analytical framework that will be important for future research in Eastern
Europe, the former Soviet Union, and beyond. Scholars in political science, history, East European and post-
Soviet studies will find Cohen’s methodology and conclusions enlightening. For policymakers, diplomats,
and journalists who deal with the region, she offers valuable insights into the elusive nature of
postcommunist societies.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Hendricks:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Politics without a Past: The Absence of History in
Postcommunist Nationalism (e-Duke books scholarly collection.). Try to face the book Politics without a
Past: The Absence of History in Postcommunist Nationalism (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) as your
close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course
make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Doris Moreno:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Politics without a Past: The Absence
of History in Postcommunist Nationalism (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) will make you to possibly be
smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of
you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

William Meadows:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Politics without a Past: The Absence of History in Postcommunist
Nationalism (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) book is readable through you who hate those perfect word
style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even
decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding Politics without a Past: The
Absence of History in Postcommunist Nationalism (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) content conveys the
idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking Politics without a Past: The Absence of History in
Postcommunist Nationalism (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?

Fernando Gallimore:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the



information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the people do
it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Politics without a
Past: The Absence of History in Postcommunist Nationalism (e-Duke books scholarly collection.), you are
able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average,
make them reading a reserve.
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