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Saints and their Communities offers a new approach to the study of lay religion as evidenced in collections
of miracle narratives in twelfth-century England. There are a number of problems associated with the
interpretation of this hagiographical genre and an extended introduction discusses these. The first issue is the
tendency to read these narratives as transparent accounts of lay religion as if it were something susceptible to
static, 'ethnographic' treatment in isolation from wider social and political activities. The second issue is the
challenge of explaining the miraculous as a credible part of cultural experience, without appealing to
reductionist notions of a 'medieval mindset'. The third issue is the problem of how to take full account of the
fact that these sources are representations of lay experience by monastic authors. The author argues that
miracle narratives were the product of and helped to foster lay notions of Christian practice and identity
centred on the spiritual patronage of certain enshrined saints.

The six main chapters provide fully contextualized studies of selected miracle collections. Yarrow looks at
when these collections were made, who wrote them, the kinds of audiences they are likely to have reached,
and the messages they were intended to convey. He shows how these texts served to represent specific cults
in terms that articulated the values and interests of the institutions acting as custodians of the relics; and how
alongside other programmes of textual production, these collections of stories can be linked to occasions of
uncertainty or need in the life of these institutions. A concluding chapter argues the case for miracle
collections as evidence of the attempt by traditional monasteries to reach out to the relatively affluent
peasantry, and to urban communities in society, and their rural hinterlands with offers of protection and
opportunities for them to express their social status with reference to tomb-centred sanctity.
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From reader reviews:

Alex Thayer:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book titled Saints and Their Communities:
Miracle Stories in Twelfth-Century England (Oxford Historical Monographs)? Maybe it is to be best activity
for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer
than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Ruth Graham:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Saints and Their
Communities: Miracle Stories in Twelfth-Century England (Oxford Historical Monographs) is kind of guide
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Lela Koehn:

The book untitled Saints and Their Communities: Miracle Stories in Twelfth-Century England (Oxford
Historical Monographs) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy
method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read
the item. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary
works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read
the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site in
addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Michael Ramsey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Saints and
Their Communities: Miracle Stories in Twelfth-Century England (Oxford Historical Monographs).
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