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Explores the radical political potential of close reading to make the case for a new and invigorated
psychoanalytic cultural studies.

Esther Rashkin argues that psychoanalysis galvanizes, as no other discipline can, an understanding of texts in
their social, historical, and political contexts. Demonstrating that close reading can be a radical political
practice, she exposes heretofore unseen ideologies concealed in works of film and literature, from Last
Tango in Paris to The Picture of Dorian Gray, from Barthes’s Mythologies and Balzac’s Sarrasine to
Babette’s Feast. Psychoanalytic concepts such as identification with the aggressor, the crypt, cryptonymy,
illness of mourning, and the phantom allow Rashkin to reveal how shameful and unspeakable secrets propel
the narratives she examines. In the process, she convincingly makes the case for a new practice of
psychoanalytic cultural studies, a practice that fully engages with the politicized discourses—anti-Semitism,
racism, colonialism, censorship—that mark a text’s location in history.

Esther Rashkin is Professor of French and Comparative Literary and Cultural Studies at the University of
Utah and a psychoanalytic psychotherapist in private practice. She is the author of Family Secrets and the
Psychoanalysis of Narrative.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Tucker:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means
that book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may
be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you should have this Unspeakable Secrets and the Psychoanalysis of
Culture (SUNY series in Psychoanalysis and Culture).

Kathleen Edwards:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this Unspeakable Secrets
and the Psychoanalysis of Culture (SUNY series in Psychoanalysis and Culture).

Larry Turner:

The reason? Because this Unspeakable Secrets and the Psychoanalysis of Culture (SUNY series in
Psychoanalysis and Culture) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this
but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who
also write the book in such awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get
such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone
having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Eric Sanders:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Unspeakable Secrets and the Psychoanalysis
of Culture (SUNY series in Psychoanalysis and Culture) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your
own skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to
like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the guide Unspeakable Secrets and the Psychoanalysis



of Culture (SUNY series in Psychoanalysis and Culture) can to be your brand new friend when you're truly
feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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