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In 1834, Lord Melbourne spoke the words that epitomised the British government's attitude towards its own
involvement in the arts: 'God help the minister that meddles with Art'. However, with the outbreak of World
War II, that attitude changed dramatically when ‘cultural policy’ became a key element of the domestic
front. Not only a propaganda tool, it aimed to boost morale and present a wartime cultural black-out. Jörn
Weingärtner traces the evolution of this policy from the creation of the Committee for the Encouragement of
Music and the Arts (CEMA), in 1939, to the drafting of the Arts Council’s constitution in 1945, as CEMA
outgrew its original wartime role. From the improvement of the National Gallery to Myra Hess's legendary
concerts during the blitz, this was a crucial period in Britain’s cultural history - as the government set aside
its long-standing ‘neutrality’ towards the arts. Weingärtner engages with debate over the role of war in
moulding social development, as well as the democratisation of ‘high culture’, to provide a fascinating
account of the foundations of the modern relationship between government and the arts.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Hennessey:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Arts as a Weapon of War, The: Britain
and the Shaping of National Morale in World War II is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

John Merritt:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Arts as a
Weapon of War, The: Britain and the Shaping of National Morale in World War II suitable to you? Typically
the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled Arts as a Weapon of War, The:
Britain and the Shaping of National Morale in World War IIis a single of several books that will everyone
read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will
enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Maria McGhee:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Arts as a Weapon of War, The:
Britain and the Shaping of National Morale in World War II is simple to bring you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed
book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in
your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Mary Perez:

Beside this specific Arts as a Weapon of War, The: Britain and the Shaping of National Morale in World
War II in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and
the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Arts as a Weapon of War, The: Britain and
the Shaping of National Morale in World War II because this book offers to you readable information. Do
you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have
this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!
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