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"A towering landmark of postwar Realism. . . . A sustained work of prose so lucid and fine it seems less
written than carved." — David Foster Wallace

Otto and Sophie Bentwood live in a changing neighborhood in Brooklyn. Their stainless-steel kitchen is
newly installed, and their Mercedes is parked curbside. After Sophie is bitten on the hand while trying to
feed a stray, perhaps rabies-infected cat, a series of small and ominous disasters begin to plague the
Bentwoods' lives, revealing the fault lines and fractures in a marriage—and a society—wrenching itself
apart.

First published in 1970 to wide acclaim, Desperate Characters stands as one of the most dazzling and
rigorous examples of the storyteller's craft in postwar American literature — a novel that, according to Irving
Howe, ranks with "Billy Budd, The Great Gatsby, Miss Lonelyhearts, and Seize the Day."
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From reader reviews:

Robert Crawford:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Desperate Characters: A Novel. Try to face the book Desperate
Characters: A Novel as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel
alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Janice Pyles:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one with theme
for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Desperate Characters: A Novel is kind of publication
which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Willis Newby:

Beside this specific Desperate Characters: A Novel in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to
the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your
oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to
have Desperate Characters: A Novel because this book offers for your requirements readable information.
Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Kimberley Bailey:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This Desperate Characters: A Novel can give you a lot of buddies
because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more
like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer
you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be
great people. So , why hesitate? We should have Desperate Characters: A Novel.
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