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During the worst years of apartheid, the most popular show on television in South Africa—among both
Black and White South Africans—was The Cosby Show. Why did people living under a system built on the
idea that Black people were inferior and threatening flock to a show that portrayed African Americans as
comfortably mainstream? Starring Mandela and Cosby takes up this paradox, revealing the surprising impact
of television on racial politics.

The South African government maintained a ban on television until 1976, and according to Ron Krabill, they
were right to be wary of its potential power. The medium, he contends, created a shared space for
communication in a deeply divided nation that seemed destined for civil war along racial lines. At a time
when it was illegal to publish images of Nelson Mandela, Bill Cosby became the most recognizable Black
man in the country, and, Krabill argues, his presence in the living rooms of white South Africans helped lay
the groundwork for Mandela’s release and ascension to power.

Weaving together South Africa’s political history and a social history of television, Krabill challenges
conventional understandings of globalization, offering up new insights into the relationship between politics
and the media.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Taylor:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading through
a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Starring Mandela and Cosby: Media and the End(s) of Apartheid.

Maritza Berry:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Starring
Mandela and Cosby: Media and the End(s) of Apartheid? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Barry Whitfield:

The e-book with title Starring Mandela and Cosby: Media and the End(s) of Apartheid includes a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Steven Atkins:

The actual book Starring Mandela and Cosby: Media and the End(s) of Apartheid has a lot associated with
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.
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