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Is all human behavior based on self-interest? Many social and biological theories would argue so, but such a
perspective does not explain the many truly heroic acts committed by people willing to risk their lives to help
others. In The Heart of Altruism, Kristen Renwick Monroe boldly lays the groundwork for a social theory
receptive to altruism by examining the experiences described by altruists themselves: from Otto, a German
businessman who rescued over a hundred Jews in Nazi Germany, to Lucille, a newspaper poetry editor, who,
armed with her cane, saved a young girl who was being raped. Monroe's honest and moving interviews with
these little-known heroes enable her to explore the causes of altruism and the differences between altruists
and other people. By delineating an overarching perspective of humanity shared by altruists, Monroe
demonstrates how social theories may begin to account for altruism and debunks the notions of scientific
inevitability that stem from an overemphasis on self-interest.

As Monroe has discovered, the financial and religious backgrounds of altruists vary greatly--as do their
views on issues such as welfare, civil rights, and morality. Altruists do, however, share a certain way of
looking at the world: where the rest of us see a stranger, altruists see a fellow human being. It is this
perspective that many social theories overlook. Monroe restores altruism to a general theory of ethical
political behavior. She argues that to understand what makes one person act out of concern for others and not
the self, we need to ask how that individual's perspective sets the range of options he or she finds available.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Slowik:

The book The Heart of Altruism: Perceptions of a Common Humanity make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Heart of
Altruism: Perceptions of a Common Humanity to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add
your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide
open and read a book The Heart of Altruism: Perceptions of a Common Humanity. Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Judith Roemer:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Heart of Altruism: Perceptions of
a Common Humanity. All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Miguel Sherman:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Heart of
Altruism: Perceptions of a Common Humanity book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Calvin Copher:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or
real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Heart of Altruism: Perceptions of a Common Humanity can
make you sense more interested to read.
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