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When the Soviet Union collapsed, the White House announced with great fanfare that 100 FBI
counterintelligence agents would be reassigned. Their new target: street gangs. Americans--filled with fear of
crack-dealing gangs--cheered the decision, as did many big-city police departments. But this highly
publicized move could be an experience in futility, suggests Malcolm Klein: for one thing, most street gangs
have little to do with the drug trade.
The American Street Gang provides the finest portrait of this subject ever produced--a detailed accounting,
through statistics, interviews, and personal experience, of what street gangs are, how they have changed,
their involvement in drug sales, and why we have not been able to stop them. Klein has been studying street
gangs for more than thirty years, and he brings a sophisticated understanding of the problem to bear in this
often surprising book. In contrast to the image of rigid organization and military-style leadership we see in
the press, he writes, street gangs are usually loose bodies of associates, with informal and multiple
leadership. Street gangs, he makes clear, are quite distinct from drug gangs--though they may share
individual members. In a drug-selling operation tight discipline is required--the members are more like
employees--whereas street gangs are held together by affiliation and common rivalries, with far less
discipline. With statistics and revealing anecdotes, Klein offers a strong critique of the approach of many law
enforcement agencies, which have demonized street gangs while ignoring the fact that they are the worst
possible bodies for running disciplined criminal operations--let alone colonizing other cities. On the other
hand, he shows that street gangs do spur criminal activity, and he demonstrates the shocking rise in gang
homicides and the proliferation of gangs across America. Ironically, he writes, the liberal approach to gangs
advocated by many (assigning a social worker to a gang, organizing non-violent gang activities) can actually
increase group cohesion, which leads to still more criminal activity. And programs to erode that cohesion,
Klein tells us from personal experience, can work--but they require intensive, exhausting effort.
Street gangs are a real and growing problem in America--but the media and many law enforcement officials
continue to dispense misleading ideas about what they are and what they do. In The American Street Gang,
Malcolm Klein challenges these assumptions with startling new evidence that must be understood if we are
to come to grips with this perceived crisis.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Aultman:

This The American Street Gang: Its Nature, Prevalence, and Control (Studies in Crime and Public Policy)
are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
The American Street Gang: Its Nature, Prevalence, and Control (Studies in Crime and Public Policy) can be
one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed
an individual with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this The American Street Gang: Its Nature, Prevalence, and Control (Studies in Crime and Public
Policy) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Clair Lemanski:

The particular book The American Street Gang: Its Nature, Prevalence, and Control (Studies in Crime and
Public Policy) will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the
idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book
The American Street Gang: Its Nature, Prevalence, and Control (Studies in Crime and Public Policy) is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read
the book.

Rosa Goldschmidt:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The American Street Gang: Its Nature,
Prevalence, and Control (Studies in Crime and Public Policy), you may enjoy both. It is good combination
right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still
don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Nancy Royals:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book and also novel and The American Street Gang: Its Nature, Prevalence, and
Control (Studies in Crime and Public Policy) or maybe others sources were given information for you. After
you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created
for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The American Street Gang: Its Nature,



Prevalence, and Control (Studies in Crime and Public Policy) to make your spare time a lot more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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