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In the years immediately following World War II, Black Mountain College, an unaccredited school in rural
Appalachia, became a vital hub of cultural innovation. Practically every major artistic figure of the mid-
twentieth century spent some time there: Merce Cunningham, Ray Johnson, Franz Kline, Willem and Elaine
de Kooning, Robert Motherwell, Robert Rauschenberg, Dorothea Rockburne, Aaron Siskind, Cy
Twombly—the list goes on and on. Yet scholars have tended to view these artists’ time at the College as
little more than prologue, a step on their way to greatness. With The Experimenters, Eva Díaz reveals the
importance of Black Mountain College—and especially of three key teachers, Josef Albers, John Cage, and
R. Buckminster Fuller—to be much greater than that.

Díaz’s focus is on experimentation. Albers, Cage, and Fuller, she shows, taught new models of art making
that favored testing procedures rather than personal expression. These methodologies represented incipient
directions for postwar art practice, elements of which would be sampled, and often wholly adopted, by Black
Mountain students and subsequent practitioners. The resulting works, which interrelate art and life in a way
that imbues these projects with crucial relevance, not only reconfigured the relationships among chance,
order, and design—they helped redefine what artistic practice was, and could be, for future generations.

Offering a bold, compelling new angle on some of the most widely studied creative figures of modern
times, The Experimenters does nothing less than rewrite the story of art in the mid-twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Preuss:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot
of new information. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of
many ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this The Experimenters: Chance and Design at Black Mountain College, you can tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a book.

Nancy Royals:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Experimenters: Chance and Design at Black Mountain College why
because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.

Kimberly Johnson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This The Experimenters: Chance and Design
at Black Mountain College can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you
have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have The
Experimenters: Chance and Design at Black Mountain College.

Candace Hernandez:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Experimenters: Chance and Design at Black Mountain College can
make you sense more interested to read.
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