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What are the origins of the idea of human rights and universal human dignity? How can we most fully
understand -- and realize -- these rights going into the future? In The Sacredness of the Person,
internationally renowned sociologist and social theorist Hans Joas tells a story that differs from conventional
narratives by tracing the concept of human rights back to the Judeo-Christian tradition or, alternately, to the
secular French Enlightenment. While drawing on sociologists such as Émile Durkheim, Max Weber, and
Ernst Troeltsch, Joas sets out a new path, proposing an affirmative genealogy in which human rights are the
result of a process of "sacralization" of every human being.

According to Joas, every single human being has increasingly been viewed as sacred. He discusses the
abolition of torture and slavery, once common practice in the pre-18th century west, as two milestones in
modern human history. The author concludes by portraying the emergence of the UN Declaration of Human
Rights of 1948 as a successful process of value generalization. Joas demonstrates that the history of human
rights cannot adequately be described as a history of ideas or as legal history, but as a complex
transformation in which diverse cultural traditions had to be articulated, legally codified, and assimilated into
practices of everyday life. The sacralization of the person and universal human rights will only be secure in
the future, warns Joas, through continued support by institutions and society, vigorous discourse in their
defense, and their incarnation in everyday life and practice.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Rivas:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Sacredness of the Person book is readable by you who hate
those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with The
Sacredness of the Person content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking
The Sacredness of the Person is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Brenda Carey:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Sacredness of the Person
which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Pamela Cole:

This The Sacredness of the Person is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this The Sacredness of the
Person can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get
through anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in
the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with
knowledge.

Hazel Mercado:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By book
The Sacredness of the Person we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be
creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be
doubt to change your life with this book The Sacredness of the Person. You can more pleasing than now.
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