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Witchcraft is a subject that fascinates us all, and everyone knows what a witch is - or do they? From
childhood most of us develop a sense of the mysterious, malign person, usually an old woman. Historically,
too, we recognize witch-hunting as a feature of pre-modern societies. But why do witches still feature so
heavily in our cultures and consciousness? From Halloween to superstitions, and literary references such as
Faust and even Harry Potter, witches still
feature heavily in our society. In this Very Short Introduction Malcolm Gaskill challenges all of this, and
argues that what we think we know is, in fact, wrong.

Taking a historical perspective from the ancient world to contemporary paganism, Gaskill reveals how
witchcraft has meant different things to different people and that in every age it has raised questions about
the distinction between fantasy and reality, faith and proof.

Telling stories, delving into court records, and challenging myths, Gaskill examines the witch-hunts of the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and explores the reinvention of witchcraft - as history, religion, fiction,
and metaphor.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Melinda Kendall:

The book Witchcraft: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book
Witchcraft: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) to be your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like available and read a reserve Witchcraft: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Elnora Perry:

The book Witchcraft: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a
book Witchcraft: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)? Several of you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each
other; you can share all of these. Book Witchcraft: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Michelle Jarvis:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Witchcraft: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
find.

Oscar Barr:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Witchcraft: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) can give you a lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have thing
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have
Witchcraft: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
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