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In the twilight years of Thailand's ailing King Bhumibol, battles between royalists and their red shirt
opponents are increasing, and the tectonic shifts that lie beneath Thailand's decade-old political crisis have
become increasingly apparent. Serhat Ünaldi's Working towards the Monarchy sheds new light on recent
developments with its bold analysis of urban space in downtown Bangkok: buildings, the author finds, are
abstractions of the complexities that shape Thailand's transformation.

Most criticism of the political role of the Thai monarchy—its deep involvement in Thailand's uneven
capitalist development, Bhumibol's endorsement of military coups and his silent acquiescence to political
violence—has focused on the role of individuals: the king, the royal family, or privy councilors. Ünaldi
departs from such limited intentionalist approaches to show instead just how deeply enmeshed the monarchy
is in Thai society as a whole. He demonstrates how and why Thais from all walks of life drew on royal
charisma to advance their individual aims, in effect "working towards the monarchy." Ünaldi's sociological
analysis of urban space reveals how buildings and spaces have been constructed for political and economic
ends, particularly to shore up the monarchy. For several decades the architecture in central Bangkok has
helped protect the charisma of the monarchy, which dominates landholdings and investments in the area.
Because the sacred aura of the royal family legitimized capitalist expansion and consumerism, it was
defended and enhanced by those Bangkokians who profited from it. Yet politically and geographically
marginalized Thais failed to benefit from this royalist-led capitalist development and eventually found a new
leader, business tycoon-cum-politician Thaksin Shinawatra. When Thaksin's followers turned against royal
charisma and attacked the architecture that represented and supported it, movement away from royal
charismatic authority became a real possibility for the first time.

By combining sociology, political science, architecture, and anthropology, Working towards the Monarchy
offers a unique interdisciplinary approach. It will interest scholars and generalists alike, particularly those
involved in the comparative study of monarchies.
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Heidelberg:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Working towards the Monarchy: The
Politics of Space in Downtown Bangkok book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Loretta Tellis:

The reserve untitled Working towards the Monarchy: The Politics of Space in Downtown Bangkok is the
guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown
to a person. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The writer was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Working towards the Monarchy: The Politics
of Space in Downtown Bangkok from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Donald Spada:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in the
top listing in your reading list is usually Working towards the Monarchy: The Politics of Space in Downtown
Bangkok. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Jamie Durbin:

You can find this Working towards the Monarchy: The Politics of Space in Downtown Bangkok by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also
can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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