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Many believe that the War on Poverty, launched by President Johnson in 1964, ended in failure. In 2010, the
official poverty rate was 15 percent, almost as high as when the War on Poverty was declared. Historical and
contemporary accounts often portray the War on Poverty as a costly experiment that created doubts about the
ability of public policies to address complex social problems. Legacies of the War on Poverty, drawing from
fifty years of empirical evidence, documents that this popular view is too negative. The volume offers a
balanced assessment of the War on Poverty that highlights some remarkable policy successes and promises
to shift the national conversation on poverty in America.

Featuring contributions from leading poverty researchers, Legacies of the War on Poverty demonstrates that
poverty and racial discrimination would likely have been much greater today if the War on Poverty had not
been launched. Chloe Gibbs, Jens Ludwig, and Douglas Miller dispel the notion that the Head Start
education program does not work. While its impact on children’s test scores fade, the program contributes to
participants’ long-term educational achievement and, importantly, their earnings growth later in life.
Elizabeth Cascio and Sarah Reber show that Title I legislation reduced the school funding gap between
poorer and richer states and prompted Southern school districts to desegregate, increasing educational
opportunity for African Americans.

The volume also examines the significant consequences of income support, housing, and health care
programs. Jane Waldfogel shows that without the era’s expansion of food stamps and other nutrition
programs, the child poverty rate in 2010 would have been three percentage points higher. Kathleen McGarry
examines the policies that contributed to a great success of the War on Poverty: the rapid decline in elderly
poverty, which fell from 35 percent in 1959 to below 10 percent in 2010. Barbara Wolfe concludes that
Medicaid and Community Health Centers contributed to large reductions in infant mortality and increased
life expectancy. Katherine Swartz finds that Medicare and Medicaid increased access to health care among
the elderly and reduced the risk that they could not afford care or that obtaining it would bankrupt them and
their families.

Legacies of the War on Poverty demonstrates that well-designed government programs can reduce poverty,
racial discrimination, and material hardships. This insightful volume refutes pessimism about the effects of
social policies and provides new lessons about what more can be done to improve the lives of the poor.
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From reader reviews:

Asia Haynes:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
allowed Legacies of the War on Poverty  (The National Poverty Center Series on Poverty and Public
Policy)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Rita Merritt:

The book Legacies of the War on Poverty  (The National Poverty Center Series on Poverty and Public
Policy) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase.
Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make studying a book Legacies of the War on Poverty  (The National Poverty Center Series on Poverty and
Public Policy) to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like
open and read a guide Legacies of the War on Poverty  (The National Poverty Center Series on Poverty and
Public Policy). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So ,
how do you think about this book?

Ricky Bradley:

Here thing why this particular Legacies of the War on Poverty  (The National Poverty Center Series on
Poverty and Public Policy) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good
but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Legacies of the
War on Poverty  (The National Poverty Center Series on Poverty and Public Policy) giving you information
deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with
Legacies of the War on Poverty  (The National Poverty Center Series on Poverty and Public Policy). It gives
you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world
which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or
even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of Legacies of the War on Poverty  (The National Poverty Center Series on Poverty and
Public Policy) in e-book can be your choice.

Mary Christensen:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book you



read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Legacies of the War on Poverty 
(The National Poverty Center Series on Poverty and Public Policy) is kind of book which is giving the reader
unstable experience.
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