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Why has America experienced an explosion in crime rates since 1960? Why has the crime rate dropped in
recent years? Though politicians are always ready both to take the credit for crime reduction and to exploit
grisly headlines for short-term political gain, these questions remain among the most important-and most
difficult to answer-in America today.
In Crime & Politics, award-winning journalist Ted Gest gives readers the inside story of how crime policy is
formulated inside the Washington beltway and state capitols, why we've had cycle after cycle of ineffective
federal legislation, and where promising reforms might lead us in the future. Gest examines how politicians
first made crime a national rather than a local issue, beginning with Lyndon Johnson's crime commission and
the landmark anti-crime law of 1968 and continuing right up to such present-day measures as "three strikes"
laws, mandatory sentencing, and community policing. Gest exposes a lack of consistent leadership,
backroom partisan politics, and the rush to embrace simplistic solutions as the main causes for why Federal
and state crime programs have failed to make our streets safe. But he also explores how the media aid and
abet this trend by featuring lurid crimes that simultaneously frighten the public and encourage candidates to
offer another round of quick-fix solutions.
Drawing on extensive research and including interviews with Edwin Meese, Janet Reno, Joseph Biden, Ted
Kennedy, and William Webster, Crime & Politics uncovers the real reasons why America continues to
struggle with the crime problem and shows how we do a better job in the future.
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From reader reviews:

Ray Ellis:

This Crime & Politics: Big Government's Erratic Campaign for Law and Order book is just not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This Crime & Politics: Big Government's Erratic Campaign for Law and Order
without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Crime & Politics: Big Government's Erratic Campaign for Law and
Order can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you
can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Crime & Politics: Big Government's Erratic
Campaign for Law and Order having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Mark Spears:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Crime & Politics: Big
Government's Erratic Campaign for Law and Order book since this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Gerald Morin:

Typically the book Crime & Politics: Big Government's Erratic Campaign for Law and Order will bring
someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Crime &
Politics: Big Government's Erratic Campaign for Law and Order is much recommended to you to learn. You
can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Carol Williams:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
all day long to reading a publication. The book Crime & Politics: Big Government's Erratic Campaign for
Law and Order it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this
book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you



can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book offers high quality.
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