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In 2005 Margaret Jones Bolsterli learned that her great-great-grandfather was a free mulatto named Jordan
Chavis, who owned an antebellum plantation near Vicksburg, Mississippi. The news was a shock; Bolsterli
had heard about the plantation in family stories told during her Arkansas Delta childhood, but Chavis’s name
and race had never been mentioned. With further exploration Bolsterli found that when Chavis’s children
crossed the Mississippi River between 1859 and 1875 for exile in Arkansas, they passed into the white
world, leaving the family’s racial history completely behind.

Kaleidoscope is the story of this discovery, and it is the story, too, of the rise and fall of the Chavis fortunes
in Mississippi, from the family’s first appearance on a frontier farm in 1829 to ownership of over a thousand
acres and the slaves to work them by 1860. Bolsterli learns that in the 1850s, when all free colored people
were ordered to leave Mississippi or be enslaved, Jordan Chavis’s white neighbors successfully petitioned
the legislature to allow him to remain, unmolested, even as three of his sons and a daughter moved to
Arkansas and Illinois. She learns about the agility with which the old man balanced on a tightrope over chaos
to survive the war and then take advantage of the opportunities of newly awarded citizenship during
Reconstruction. The story ends with the family’s loss of everything in the 1870s, after one of the exiled sons
returns to Mississippi to serve in the Reconstruction legislature and a grandson attempts unsuccessfully to
retain possession of the land. In Kaleidoscope, long-silenced truths are revealed, inviting questions about
how attitudes toward race might have been different in the family and in America if the truth about this
situation and thousands of others like it could have been told before.
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From reader reviews:

Carl Kile:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Kaleidoscope: Redrawing an American
Family Tree can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Donald Lombard:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide Kaleidoscope: Redrawing an American Family Tree was filled regarding science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel
enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Martina White:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Kaleidoscope: Redrawing an American Family
Tree or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes Kaleidoscope: Redrawing an American Family Tree to make your spare time
much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Grace Smith:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Kaleidoscope: Redrawing an American Family Tree can make you truly feel more interested
to read.
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