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After its early introduction into the English colonies in North America, slavery in the United States lasted as
a legal institution until the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution in 1865.  But
increasingly during the contested politics of the early republic, abolitionists cried out that the Constitution
itself was a slaveowners’ document, produced to protect and further their rights. A Slaveholders’ Union
furthers this unsettling claim by demonstrating once and for all that slavery was indeed an essential part of
the foundation of the nascent republic.

In this powerful book, George William Van Cleve demonstrates that the Constitution was pro-slavery in its
politics, its economics, and its law. He convincingly shows that the Constitutional provisions protecting
slavery were much more than mere “political” compromises—they were integral to the principles of the new
nation. By the late 1780s, a majority of Americans wanted to create a strong federal republic that would be
capable of expanding into a continental empire. In order for America to become an empire on such a scale,
Van Cleve argues, the Southern states had to be willing partners in the endeavor, and the cost of their
allegiance was the deliberate long-term protection of slavery by America’s leaders through the nation’s early
expansion. Reconsidering the role played by the gradual abolition of slavery in the North, Van Cleve also
shows that abolition there was much less progressive in its origins—and had much less influence on
slavery’s expansion—than previously thought.

Deftly interweaving historical and political analyses, A Slaveholders’ Union will likely become the definitive
explanation of slavery’s persistence and growth—and of its influence on American constitutional
development—from the Revolutionary War through the Missouri Compromise of 1821.
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From reader reviews:

James Bardsley:

The book A Slaveholders' Union: Slavery, Politics, and the Constitution in the Early American Republic can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing
like a book A Slaveholders' Union: Slavery, Politics, and the Constitution in the Early American Republic?
Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It
is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book A Slaveholders' Union: Slavery,
Politics, and the Constitution in the Early American Republic has simple shape however you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a publication. So
it is very wonderful.

Shirley Arrington:

A Slaveholders' Union: Slavery, Politics, and the Constitution in the Early American Republic can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing A Slaveholders' Union: Slavery, Politics, and the Constitution in the Early American Republic
however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
imagining.

Richard Eby:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is A Slaveholders' Union: Slavery, Politics, and the Constitution in the Early
American Republic this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for
explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly,
that is why this book ideal all of you.

John Gravatt:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of book A
Slaveholders' Union: Slavery, Politics, and the Constitution in the Early American Republic. Contain your



knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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