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An award-winning African-American historian and novelist takes the reader on an exciting journey from a
segregated Philadephia childhood in the 1930's to mid-century Paris, Moscow, Cambridge, and Manhattan.

A rich narrative recounting the life story of award-winning African American historian and novelist Allen B.
Ballard, Breaching Jericho’s Walls takes its readers on an exciting journey from a segregated Philadelphia
community in the 1930s to mid-century Paris, Moscow, Cambridge, and Manhattan. The author reflects on
his own pioneering role as he expands his horizons, as one of the first African American students at Ohio’s
Kenyon College, studying abroad in France and sharing a café table with Richard Wright and James
Baldwin, serving in the military in the American South and attending graduate school at Harvard University.
Becoming one of the nation’s first black Russian specialists, Ballard studies in post-Stalinist Russia for a
year, where, among other adventures, he spends a month with Michael Gorbachev and his wife, Raisa, on a
Soviet farm. Though he tells his own personal story within Breaching Jericho’s Walls, Ballard also portrays
the experiences of those northern African-Americans whose generations bridged the gap from the legacy of
slavery to the breakdown of the segregated system in the 1950s and 1960s while revealing the crucial role
that individuals like civil rights leader Paul Robeson, Olympic athletes Jesse Owens and Long John
Woodruff, and scholar Alain Locke played in inspiring the hopes of an oppressed and downtrodden race. A
memoir filled with entertaining anecdotes and insightful reflection, Breaching Jericho’s Walls offers
Ballard’s compelling personal story and reveals how, brick by brick, African Americans built the road that
led to the election of President Obama in 2008.

“Breaching Jericho’s Walls is a journey-through-life book that takes the reader to interesting and very
different (surprisingly so) sites of memory where compelling experiences take place. I couldn’t stop
reading.” — Gloria Wade-Gayles, editor of My Soul Is a Witness: African-American Women’s Spirituality

“This is a rich memoir of African American middle-class life in the midcentury; it complexly considers the
relationship between and amongst class aspiration, academic achievement, masculinity, and diverse African
American cultural attitudes. It’s immediately relevant to contemporary debates about schooling, race, and
differential achievement; it is rich in detail about segregation, civil rights, and African American
achievement in the arts, athletics, scholarship, and business.” — James C. Hall, author of Mercy, Mercy Me:
African-American Culture and the American Sixties

Allen B. Ballard is Professor of History and Africana Studies at the University at Albany–SUNY and
Professor Emeritus of Political Science at City College of New York. His previously published works
include two books of nonfiction, The Education of Black Folk: The Afro-American Struggle for Knowledge
in White America and One More Day’s Journey: The Story of a Family and a People; and two novels, Where
I’m Bound, a Washington Post Notable Book of the Year and Carried by Six, winner of the “Honor Book
Prize” in Afro-American Literature from the Black Caucus of the American Library Association.
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From reader reviews:

Lily Pawlak:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Breaching Jericho's Walls: A Twentieth-
Century African American Life (Excelsior Editions) as your daily resource information.

Aracely Schneider:

This book untitled Breaching Jericho's Walls: A Twentieth-Century African American Life (Excelsior
Editions) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read
this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail
outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to
read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to
past this publication from your list.

Romana Linder:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing that
you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be
the reserve untitled Breaching Jericho's Walls: A Twentieth-Century African American Life (Excelsior
Editions) can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

John Jones:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Breaching Jericho's Walls: A Twentieth-
Century African American Life (Excelsior Editions) or maybe others sources were given understanding for
you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring
their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Breaching Jericho's
Walls: A Twentieth-Century African American Life (Excelsior Editions) to make your spare time more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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