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Fresh out of graduate school, Holly Mattox is a young, newly married, and spirited poet who moves to New
York City from Minnesota in the early 1970’s. Hoping to share her passion for words and social justice,
Holly is also determined to contribute to the politically charged atmosphere around her. Her mission: to
successfully teach a poetry workshop at the Women’s House of Detention on Rikers Island, only minutes
from Manhattan.

Having listened to her mother recite verse by heart all her life, Holly has always been drawn to poetry. Yet
until she stands before a class made up of prisoners and detainees–all troubled women charged with a variety
of crimes–even Holly does not know the full power that language can possess. Words are the only weapon
left to many of these outspoken women: the hooker known as Baby Ain’t (as in “Baby Ain’t Nobody
Better!”); Gene/Jean, who is mid-sex change; drug mule Never Delgado; and Akilah Malik, a leader of the
Black Freedom Front.

One woman in particular will change Holly’s life forever: Polly Lyle Clement, an inmate awaiting transfer to
a mental hospital upstate, one day announces that she is a descendant of Mark Twain and is capable of
channeling his voice. And so begins Holly’s descent into the dark recesses of the criminal justice system,
where in an attempt to understand and help her students she will lose her perspective on the nature of
justice–and risk ruining everything stable in her life. As Holly begins an affair

with a fellow poet–who claims to know her better than she knows herself–she finds herself adrift between
two ends of the social and political spectrum, between two men and two identities.

National Book Award finalist Carol Muske-Dukes has created an explosive, mesmerizing novel exploring
the worlds of poetry, sex, and politics in the unforgettable New York City of the seventies. Written with her
trademark captivating language and emotional intuition, Channeling Mark Twain is Muske-Dukes’s most
powerful work to date.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Bernard Martin:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider any time
those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Channeling Mark Twain: A Novel as your daily resource
information.

Herman Nelson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that
really opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Channeling Mark Twain: A Novel,
you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it?
Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Sharon Hardin:

This Channeling Mark Twain: A Novel is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Channeling Mark Twain: A Novel can be the
light food for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books
acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People
who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here
for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.

Bertha Wood:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Channeling Mark Twain: A Novel
to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading.
Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and
reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside that
the book Channeling Mark Twain: A Novel can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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