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Annually during the months of autumn, Bengal hosts three interlinked festivals to honor its most important
goddesses: Durga, Kali, and Jagaddhatri. While each of these deities possesses a distinct iconography, myth,
and character, they are all martial. Durga, Kali, and Jagaddhatri often demand blood sacrifice as part of their
worship and offer material and spiritual benefits to their votaries. Richly represented in straw, clay, paint,
and decoration, they are similarly displayed in elaborately festooned temples, thronged by thousands of
admirers.

The first book to recount the history of these festivals and their revelry, rivalry, and nostalgic power, this
volume is an unprecedented achievement, tracing the fascinating development of a major public event.
Rachel Fell McDermott describes the festivals' origins and their growth under British rule. She maps their
iconographic conventions and carnivalesque qualities and their relationship to the fierce, Tantric sides of
ritual practice. She confronts controversies over the tradition of blood sacrifice and the status-seekers who
compete for symbolic capital. Expanding her narrative, she takes readers beyond Bengal's borders, watching
the transformation of the goddesses and their festivals across the world. McDermott's work underscores the
role of holidays in cultural memory, specifically the evocation for Bengalis of an ideal, culturally rich past.
Under the thrall of the goddess, the social, political, economic, and religious identity of Bengalis takes shape.
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From reader reviews:

Erich Arnold:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Revelry, Rivalry, and Longing for the
Goddesses of Bengal: The Fortunes of Hindu Festivals book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Bella Singer:

This Revelry, Rivalry, and Longing for the Goddesses of Bengal: The Fortunes of Hindu Festivals are
generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Revelry,
Rivalry, and Longing for the Goddesses of Bengal: The Fortunes of Hindu Festivals can be one of the great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with
information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Revelry, Rivalry, and
Longing for the Goddesses of Bengal: The Fortunes of Hindu Festivals giving you an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Catherine Benavidez:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is Revelry, Rivalry, and Longing for the Goddesses of Bengal: The Fortunes
of Hindu Festivals this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This
kind of book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it
is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this
book acceptable all of you.

James Fulk:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know that
little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except



your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Revelry,
Rivalry, and Longing for the Goddesses of Bengal: The Fortunes of Hindu Festivals.
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