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"Thisisaglorious Americafor the aert and resourceful,” notes Daniel Friedenberg in this critical review of
the American presidency during the last half of the 20th century. But he cautions, "Thisis an unhappy
Americafor the disadvantaged, the weak in body or mind, and those born without close family ties."

The disparity between rich and poor in our immensely wealthy nation and the corrupting influence of money
on politics to the advantage of the few over the many form the heart of his critique. Friedenberg emphasi zes
that the New Deal concern for the underdog - the major social achievement of the first half of the 20th
century - has been gradually abandoned by presidents in the latter half of the century, along with tax policies
that shifted wealth from the well-to-do to the less privileged. Though paying lip service to democracy, in fact
recent presidents have upheld a system designed to maximize the influence of a powerful elite, "aflexible
plutocracy," as Friedenberg describesit. This has good and bad aspects. On the one hand, the innovations
launched by powerful business leaders, such as Henry Ford, Thomas J. Watson (IBM), and Bill Gates
(Microsoft), have resulted in millions of new jobs and advanced the overall prosperity of the nation. On the
other hand, the system does little to help the poor riseto a higher level, and it has kept the middle class
stagnating for the last thirty years. The effect of presidential policiesis adivide between the haves and have-
nots that today is every bit as stark as it was before the Great Depression.

Friedenberg pleads for a new focus on improved education for all to narrow the widening gap between rich
and poor, instead of the current folly of building gated communities for the wealthy and ever-more prisons
for the law-breaking underprivileged. The vast technological resources unleashed by the computer revolution
can and should be used to create a more equitable American future.
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From reader reviews:
AgnesHiga:

This Sold to the Highest Bidder : The Presidency from Dwight D. Eisenhower to George W. Bush are
generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Sold
to the Highest Bidder : The Presidency from Dwight D. Eisenhower to George W. Bush can be on the list of
great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with
information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Sold to the Highest
Bidder : The Presidency from Dwight D. Eisenhower to George W. Bush forcing you to have an enormous
of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
exercise. S0, let'shaveit and luxuriate in reading.

Joaquin Hogan:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled Sold to
the Highest Bidder : The Presidency from Dwight D. Eisenhower to George W. Bush your brain will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one application form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Sold to the Highest Bidder : The
Presidency from Dwight D. Eisenhower to George W. Bush giving you another experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better lifein this particular era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time
activity?

Christine Mata:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Sold to the Highest Bidder : The Presidency from Dwight D. Eisenhower
to George W. Bush this book consist alot of the information from the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to
explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's
why this book acceptable al of you.

Adam Gutierrez:

Beside this Sold to the Highest Bidder : The Presidency from Dwight D. Eisenhower to George W. Bushin



your phone, it could possibly give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you
feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Sold to the Highest Bidder :
The Presidency from Dwight D. Eisenhower to George W. Bush because this book offersto you personally
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that
will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
guestionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book as well
asread it from at this point!
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