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The line between punishment and torture can be thin, but the entire world agreed it was crossed at Abu
Ghraib. Or was it? George W. Bush emerged from the scandal relatively unscathed, winning a second term
months later, only a few low-ranking soldiers involved in the crimes were prosecuted, and the issue went
almost entirely unmentioned during the mid-term elections in 2006. Where was the public outcry? Why was
the American public largely unmoved by the images of torture and humiliation? Stephen F. Eisenman posits
an unsettling explanation, which is rooted in the character of the Abu Ghraib photographs
themselves.Eisenman argues that the complex of violent and sexual motifs found in the photographs
constitutes the ‘Abu Ghraib effect’, an instance of a longstanding Western ‘pathos formula’, whereby victims
are shown taking pleasure in their own chastisement and pain. The cruel formula is widespread in the history
of art and visual culture from Hellenistic Greece to modern times, and generally serves as an instrument of
imperialist self-justification and racist violence. But Eisenman also argues that it has not gone unchallenged.
Artists from Hogarth and Goya to Picasso and Leon Golub, as well as other dissidents, have worked
assiduously to undermine this vicious tradition of torture images.By identifying the pathos formula at work
in the Abu Ghraib images, and by explaining how this insidious form of visual propaganda has been resisted,
Eisenman points the way towards a more effective use of political images in the war against the war on
terror. A subtle, yet uncompromising analysis of the iconic photographs of torture from the prison at Abu
Ghraib.
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From reader reviews:

Roderick Donnell:

The book The Abu Ghraib Effect make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Abu Ghraib Effect for being your habit,
you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or
all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a e-book The Abu Ghraib Effect.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do
you think about this book?

John Frank:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Abu Ghraib Effect.
All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social
media.

Bernice Cofield:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this
The Abu Ghraib Effect.

Ernestine Biggs:

The reserve with title The Abu Ghraib Effect posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can
get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in
this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read
the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.
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