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The First Amendment of the U. S. Constitution begins: "Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof . . . ." The Supreme Court has consistently
held that these words, usually called the "religion clauses," were meant to prohibit laws that violate religious
freedom or equality. In recent years, however, a growing number of constitutional law and history scholars
have contended that the religion clauses were not intended to protect religious freedom, but to reserve the
states' rights to legislate on. If the states' rights interpretation of the religion clauses were correct and came to
be accepted by the Supreme Court, it could profoundly affect the way the Court decides church-state cases
involving state laws. It would allow the states to legislate on religion-even to violate religious freedom,
discriminate on the basis of religion, or to establish a particular religion. This book carefully, thoroughly, and
critically examines all the arguments for such an interpretation and, more importantly, all the available
historical evidence. It concludes that the clauses were meant to protect religious freedom and equality of the
individuals not the states' rights
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From reader reviews:

Donna Bradford:

The book The Religion Clauses of the First Amendment: Guarantees of States' Rights? can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave
the great thing like a book The Religion Clauses of the First Amendment: Guarantees of States' Rights??
Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It
is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Religion Clauses of the First Amendment:
Guarantees of States' Rights? has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can look the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Clara Palmer:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping The Religion Clauses of the First
Amendment: Guarantees of States' Rights? that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you may pick The Religion Clauses of the First Amendment: Guarantees
of States' Rights? become your own personal starter.

George Eichner:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this book. This The Religion Clauses of the First
Amendment: Guarantees of States' Rights? is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can
buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Gary Johnson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This publication The Religion Clauses of the First Amendment: Guarantees of States' Rights?
was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you
can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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