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From the establishment of the first permanent English colony at Jamestown in 1607 to the fall of Richmond
in 1865, the James River has been instrumental in the formation of modern America. It was along the James
that British and Native American cultures collided and, in a twisted paradox, the seeds of democracy and
slavery were sown side by side. The culture crafted by Virginia's learned aristocrats, merchants, farmers, and
frontiersmen gave voice to the cause of the American Revolution and provided a vision for the fledgling
independent nation's future. Over the course of the United States' first century, the James River bore witness
to the irreconcilable contradiction of a slave-holding nation dedicated to liberty and equality for all. When
that intractable conflict ignited civil war, the James River served as a critical backdrop for the bloodiest
conflict in U.S. history. As he guides readers through this exciting historical narrative, Deans gives life to a
dynamic cast of characters including the familiar Powhatan, John Smith, Patrick Henry, Thomas Jefferson,
Benedict Arnold, and Robert E. Lee, as well as those who have largely escaped historical notoriety.

The River Where America Began takes readers on a journey along the James River from the earliest days of
civilization nearly 15,000 years ago through the troubled English settlement at Jamestown and finishes with
Lincoln's tour of the defeated capital of Richmond in 1865. Deans traces the historical course of a river
whose contributions to American life are both immeasurable and unique. This innovative history invites us
all to look into these restless waters in a way that connects us to our past and reminds us of who we are as
Americans.
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From reader reviews:

James Furlow:

This The River Where America Began: A Journey Along the James is great reserve for you because the
content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having The River Where America Began: A Journey Along the James in your hand like getting the world in
your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen
minute right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you
still doubt that will?

Kimberly Gomez:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The River Where
America Began: A Journey Along the James which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
view.

Scott Burnett:

This The River Where America Began: A Journey Along the James is brand-new way for you who has
interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this The River Where
America Began: A Journey Along the James can be the light food for you because the information inside this
specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be
reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-
book variety for your better life along with knowledge.

Keith Robertson:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of
several books in the top collection in your reading list is actually The River Where America Began: A
Journey Along the James. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in



turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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