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ard Timesis unusual in several respects. It is by far the shortest of Dickens novels, barely a quarter of the
length of those written immediately before and after it. Also, unlike al but one of his other novels, Hard
Times has neither a preface nor illustrations. Moreover, it is hisonly novel not to have scenes set in London.
Instead the story is set in the fictitious Victorian industrial Coketown, a generic Northern English mill-town,
in some ways similar to Manchester, though smaller. Coketown may be partially based upon 19th-century
Preston.

One of Dickens's reasons for writing Hard Times was that sales of hisweekly periodical, Household Words,
were low, and it was hoped its publication in instalments would boost circulation — as indeed proved to be
the case. Since publication it has received a mixed response from critics. Critics such asF. R. Leavis, George
Bernard Shaw, and Thomas Macaulay have mainly focused on Dickens's treatment of trade unions and his
post— ndustrial Revolution pessimism regarding the divide between capitalist mill owners and undervalued
workers during the Victorian era.
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From reader reviews:
Patrick Walker:

Now aday people that Living in the erawhere everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How alot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Hard Times book because this
book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Melissa Fanning:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you haveread is
actually Hard Times.

Maria McGhee:

Y ou may spend your free time to see this book this book. This Hard Timesis simple to bring you can read it
in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book,
you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. Y ou can save the particular book in your smart
phone. Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

John Stewart:

Some peopl e said that they feel weary when they reading areserve. They are directly felt that when they get
ahalf regions of the book. Y ou can choose the book Hard Times to make your current reading is interesting.
Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make
you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especialy. It isto be 1st opinion
for you to like to wide open abook and examine it. Beside that the e-book Hard Times can to be your brand-
new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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