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In 1500, as many as 99 out of 100 English women may have been illiterate, and girls of all social
backgrounds were the objects of purposeful efforts to restrict their access to full literacy. Three centuries
later, more than half of all English and Anglo-American women could read, and the female reader was
emerging as a cultural ideal and a market force. While scholars have written extensively about women's
reading in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries and about women's writing in the early modern period, they
have not attended sufficiently to the critical transformation that took place as female readers and their
reading assumed significant cultural and economic power.

Reading Women brings into conversation the latest scholarship by early modernists and early Americanists
on the role of gender in the production and consumption of texts during this expansion of female readership.
Drawing together historians and literary scholars, the essays share a concern with local specificity and
material culture. Removing women from the historically inaccurate frame of exclusively solitary, silent
reading, the authors collectively return their subjects to the activities that so often coincided with reading:
shopping, sewing, talking, writing, performing, and collecting. With chapters on samplers, storytelling,
testimony, and translation, the volume expands notions of reading and literacy, and it insists upon a rich and
varied narrative that crosses disciplinary boundaries and national borders.
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From reader reviews:

Elmer August:

The reserve untitled Reading Women: Literacy, Authorship, and Culture in the Atlantic World, 1500-1800
(Material Texts) is the book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that
they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Reading Women:
Literacy, Authorship, and Culture in the Atlantic World, 1500-1800 (Material Texts) from the publisher to
make you more enjoy free time.

Robert Schrader:

Typically the book Reading Women: Literacy, Authorship, and Culture in the Atlantic World, 1500-1800
(Material Texts) has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain.
The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write
this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Sherrie Smith:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Reading Women: Literacy,
Authorship, and Culture in the Atlantic World, 1500-1800 (Material Texts) can be the respond to, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Tabitha Devore:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Reading Women: Literacy, Authorship, and
Culture in the Atlantic World, 1500-1800 (Material Texts) can give you a lot of close friends because by you
looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your
friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why
hesitate? Let's have Reading Women: Literacy, Authorship, and Culture in the Atlantic World, 1500-1800
(Material Texts).
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