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The armies of the Fourth Crusade that left Western Europe at the beginning of the thirteenth century never
reached the Holy Land to fight the Infidel; they stopped instead at Byzantium and sacked that capital of
eastern Christendom. Much of what we know today of those events comes from contemporary accounts by
secular writers; their perspective is balanced by a document written from a monastic point of view and now
available for the first time in English.

The Hystoria Constantinopolitana relates the adventures of Martin of Pairis, an abbot of the Cistercian Order
who participated in the plunder of the city, as recorded by his monk Gunther. Written to justify the abbot's
pious pilferage of scared relics and his transporting them back to his monastery in Alsace, it is a work of
Christian metahistory that shows how the sack of Constantinople fits into God's plan for humanity, and that
deeds done under divine guidance are themselves holy and righteous.

The Hystoria Constantinopolitana is one of the most complex and sophisticated historiographical work of its
time, deftly interweaving moods and motifs, themes and scenes. In producing the first English translation
and analysis of this work, Alfred Andrea has captured the full flavor of the original with its alternating
section of prose and poetry. His introduction to the text provides background on Gunther's life and work and
explores the monk's purpose in writing the Hystoria Constantinopolitana—not the least of which was
extolling the virtues of Abbott Martin, who was sometimes accuse of laxity by his superiors in the Order.

Gunther's work is significant for its effort to deal with problems raised by the participation of monks in the
Crusades, making it a valuable contribution to both crusading and monastic history. The Capture of
Constantinople adds to our knowledge of the Fourth Crusade and provides unusual insight into the attitudes
of the participants and the cultural-intellectual history of the early thirteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Tasha Page:

Within other case, little persons like to read book The Capture of Constantinople: The "Hystoria
Constantinopolitana" of Gunther of Pairis (The Middle Ages Series). You can choose the best book if you'd
prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book The Capture of
Constantinople: The "Hystoria Constantinopolitana" of Gunther of Pairis (The Middle Ages Series). You can
add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book
you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Christopher Crow:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important usually. The book The Capture of Constantinople: The "Hystoria
Constantinopolitana" of Gunther of Pairis (The Middle Ages Series) has been making you to know about
other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide The
Capture of Constantinople: The "Hystoria Constantinopolitana" of Gunther of Pairis (The Middle Ages
Series) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also being your friend when you feel
bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using
book The Capture of Constantinople: The "Hystoria Constantinopolitana" of Gunther of Pairis (The Middle
Ages Series). You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

David Barr:

Here thing why that The Capture of Constantinople: The "Hystoria Constantinopolitana" of Gunther of Pairis
(The Middle Ages Series) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good
however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Capture of
Constantinople: The "Hystoria Constantinopolitana" of Gunther of Pairis (The Middle Ages Series) giving
you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that
similar with The Capture of Constantinople: The "Hystoria Constantinopolitana" of Gunther of Pairis (The
Middle Ages Series). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened
in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing
the branded book maybe the form of The Capture of Constantinople: The "Hystoria Constantinopolitana" of
Gunther of Pairis (The Middle Ages Series) in e-book can be your choice.

Mary Wright:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also



native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Capture of Constantinople: The "Hystoria Constantinopolitana" of Gunther of Pairis
(The Middle Ages Series) we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being
creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book The Capture of Constantinople: The "Hystoria
Constantinopolitana" of Gunther of Pairis (The Middle Ages Series). You can more attractive than now.
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