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Distinguished scholar and library systemsinnovator Frederick Kilgour tells afive-thousand-year story in this
exciting work, a tale beginning with the invention of writing and concluding with the emerging electronic
book. Calling on alifetime of interest in the growth of information technology, Kilgour brings a fresh
approach to the history of the book, emphasizing in rich, authoritative detail the successive technological
advances that allowed the book to keep pace with ever-increasing needs for information. Borrowing a
concept from evolutionary theory--the notion of punctuated equilibria--to structure his account, Kilgour
investigates the book's three discrete historical forms--the clay tablet, papyrus roll, and codex--before turning
to afourth, still evolving form, the cyber book, a version promising swift electronic delivery of information
in text, sound, and motion to anyone at any time.

The clay tablet, initially employed as a content descriptor for sacks of grain, proved inadequate to the
growing need for commercial and administrative records. Its successor the papyrus roll was itself succeeded
by the codex, aformat whose superior utility and information capacity led to sweeping changesin the
management of accumulated knowledge, the pursuit of learning, and the promulgation of religion. Kilgour
throughout considers closely both technological change and the role this change played in cultural
transformation. His fascinating account of the modern book, from Gutenberg's invention of cast-type printing
five hundred years ago to the arrival of books displayed on a computer screen, spotlights the inventors,
engineers, and entrepreneurs who in creating the machinery of production and dissemination enabled the
book to maintain its unique cultural power over time.

Deft, provocative, and accessibly written, The Evolution of the Book will captivate book lovers aswell as
those interested in bibliographic history, the history of writing, and the history of technology.
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From reader reviews:
Peter White;

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Evolution of the Book. Y ou can choose the best book if
you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book The Evolution of the
Book. Y ou can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, smply
because from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or
perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel uninterested to go
to the library. Let's go through.

Phyllis Ramirez:

As peoplewho livein typically the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individual s keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is agood choice in your
case but the problems coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This The
Evolution of the Book is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Lisa Christopher:

The Evolution of the Book can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary,
easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving hig’her effort that
will put every word into joy arrangement in writing The Evolution of the Book although doesn't forget the
main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you
can be among it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

DarleneKidd:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit
or real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful picson there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Evolution of the Book can make you feel more interested to read.
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