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Are you ready for the Cob Cottage? This is a building method so old and so simple that it has been all but
forgotten in the rush to synthetics. A cob cottage,cobb, however, might be the ultimate expression of
ecological design, a structure so attuned to its surroundings that its creators refer to it as "an ecstatic house."

The authors build a house the way others create a natural garden. They use the oldest, most available
materials imaginable?earth, clay, sand, straw, and water?and blend them to redefine the future (and past) of
building. Cob (the word comes from an Old English root, meaning "lump") is a mixture of non-toxic,
recyclable, and often free materials. Building with cob requires no forms, no cement, and no machinery of
any kind. Builders actually sculpt their structures by hand.

Building with earth is nothing new to America; the oldest structures on the continent were built with adobe
bricks. Adobe, however, has been geographically limited to the Southwest. The limits of cob are defined
only by the builder's imagination.

Cob offers answers regarding our role in Nature, family and society, about why we feel the ways that we do,
about what's missing in our lives. Cob comes as a revelation, a key to a saner world.

Cob has been a traditional building process for millennia in Europe, even in rainy and windy climates like
the British Isles, where many cob buildings still serve as family homes after hundreds of years. The
technique is newly arrived to the Americas, and, as with so many social trends, the early adopters are in the
Pacific Northwest.

Cob houses (or cottages, since they are always efficiently small by American construction standards) are not
only compatible with their surroundings, they ARE their surroundings, literally rising up from the earth.
They are full of light, energy-efficient, and cozy, with curved walls and built-in, whimsical touches. They are
delightful. They are ecstatic.

The Hand-Sculpted House is theoretical and philosophical, but intensely practical as well. You will get all
the how-to information to undertake a cob building project. As the modern world rediscovers the importance
of living in sustainable harmony with the environment, this book is a bible of radical simplicity.
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From reader reviews:

Tessie Springfield:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem
or exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Hand-Sculpted House: A Practical and Philosophical
Guide to Building a Cob Cottage: The Real Goods Solar Living Book.

Joyce Hazel:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this The Hand-Sculpted House: A
Practical and Philosophical Guide to Building a Cob Cottage: The Real Goods Solar Living Book book as
starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Joshua Hsu:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy
read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular The Hand-Sculpted House: A
Practical and Philosophical Guide to Building a Cob Cottage: The Real Goods Solar Living Book is kind of
publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

John Fouts:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book you
can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact book has a
lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have read.
If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to entertain
yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The Hand-Sculpted House:
A Practical and Philosophical Guide to Building a Cob Cottage: The Real Goods Solar Living Book will give
you a new experience in looking at a book.
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