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This concise book tells the story of the most important theological work of the Middle Ages, the vast Summa
theol ogiae of Thomas Aquinas, which holds a unique place in Western religion and philosophy. Written
between 1266 and 1273, the Summa was conceived by Aquinas as an instructional guide for teachers and
novices and a compendium of all the approved teachings of the Catholic Church. It synthesizes an
astonishing range of scholarship, covering hundreds of topics and containing more than amillion and a half
words—and was still unfinished at the time of Aquinas's death.

Here, Bernard McGinn, one of today’ s most acclaimed scholars of medieval Christianity, vividly describes
the world that shaped Aquinas, then turns to the Dominican friar’ s life and career, examining Aquinas's
reasons for writing his masterpiece, its subject matter, and the novel way he organized it. McGinn gives
readers abrief tour of the Summa itself, and then discusses its reception over the past seven hundred years.
He looks at the influence of the Summa on such giants of medieval Christendom as Meister Eckhart, its
ridicule during the Enlightenment, the rise and fall of Neothomism in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries,
the role of the Summa in the post—Vatican |1 church, and the book’ s enduring relevance today.

Tracing the remarkable life of thisiconic work, McGinn’s wide-ranging account provides insight into
Aquinas’'s own understanding of the Summa as a communication of the theological wisdom that has been
given to humanity in revelation.
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From reader reviews:
Margaret Gentile:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students because they are still students or that for all peoplein the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't would like do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book Thomas Aquinas's "Summa
theologiae": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books). All type of book isit possible to see on many
sources. Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Ellen McNulty:

The e-book untitled Thomas Aquinas's "Summatheologiae": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books)
isthe publication that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be
shown to you. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book of Thomas Aquinas's "Summatheologiae": A Biography
(Lives of Great Religious Books) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Bessie Hall:

This Thomas Aquinas's "Summatheologiae": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) is great reserve
for you because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and till
have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can
point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having Thomas Aquinas's "Summatheologiae": A Biography (Lives of Great
Religious Books) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular.
We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this publication
aready do that. So , thisredlly is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

James Cummings.

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Thomas Aquinas's " Summa
theologiae": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) which is having the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's see.
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