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Traditional portrayals of politicians in antebellum Washington, D.C., describe a violent and divisive society,
full of angry debates and violent duels, a microcosm of the building animosity throughout the country. Yet,
in Washington Brotherhood, Rachel Shelden paints a more nuanced portrait of Washington as a less fractious
city with a vibrant social and cultural life. Politicians from different parties and sections of the country
interacted in a variety of day-to-day activities outside traditional political spaces and came to know one
another on a personal level. Shelden shows that this engagement by figures such as Stephen Douglas, John
Crittenden, Abraham Lincoln, and Alexander Stephens had important consequences for how lawmakers dealt
with the sectional disputes that bedeviled the country during the 1840s and 1850s--particularly disputes
involving slavery in the territories.
Shelden uses primary documents--from housing records to personal diaries--to reveal the ways in which this
political sociability influenced how laws were made in the antebellum era. Ultimately, this Washington
"bubble" explains why so many of these men were unprepared for secession and war when the winter of
1860-61 arrived.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Smith:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Washington
Brotherhood: Politics, Social Life, and the Coming of the Civil War (Civil War America)? Maybe it is being
best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you
can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Geneva Milbourn:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider any time
those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen throughout you if you take Washington Brotherhood: Politics, Social Life, and the Coming
of the Civil War (Civil War America) as the daily resource information.

Garnet Veach:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Washington Brotherhood: Politics, Social Life, and the Coming of the Civil War (Civil War America) your
head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely
can become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one web form conclusion
and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The Washington Brotherhood: Politics, Social Life,
and the Coming of the Civil War (Civil War America) giving you one more experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?

Tessa Krieger:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the
book Washington Brotherhood: Politics, Social Life, and the Coming of the Civil War (Civil War America)
we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a
book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life



at this book Washington Brotherhood: Politics, Social Life, and the Coming of the Civil War (Civil War
America). You can more attractive than now.
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