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In the decades following World War Two, and in part in response to the Cold War, governments across
Western Europe set out ambitious programmes for social welfare and the redistribution of wealth that aimed
to improve the everyday lives of their citizens. Many of these welfare state programmes - housing, schools,
new towns, cultural and leisure centres – involved not just construction but a new approach to architectural
design, in which the welfare objectives of these state-funded programmes were delineated and debated. The
impact on architects and architectural design was profound and far-reaching, with welfare state projects
moving centre-stage in architectural discourse not just in Europe but worldwide.

This is the first book to explore the architecture of the welfare state in Western Europe from an international
perspective. With chapters covering Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, The Netherlands, Sweden and
the UK, the book explores the complex role played by architecture in the formation and development of the
welfare state in both theory and practice.

Themes include: 

the role of the built environment in the welfare state as a political project●

the colonial dimension of European welfare state architecture and its ‘export’ to Africa and Asia●

the role of welfare state projects in promoting consumer culture and economic growth●

 the picture of the collective produced by welfare state architecture●

the role of architectural innovation in the welfare state●

 the role of the architect, as opposed to construction companies and others, in determining what was built●

the relationship between architectural and social theory●

the role of internal institutional critique and the counterculture.●

Contributors include: Tom Avermaete, Eve Blau, Nicholas Bullock, Miles Glendinning, Janina Gosseye,
Hilde Heynen, Caroline Maniaque-Benton, Helena Mattsson, Luca Molinari, Simon Pepper, Michelle
Provoost, Lukasz Stanek, Mark Swenarton, Florian Urban and Dirk van den Heuvel.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Beltran:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Architecture and the Welfare State. Try to face the book
Architecture and the Welfare State as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel
alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Heather Roberts:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the book untitled Architecture and the Welfare State can be fine book to read. May
be it is usually best activity to you.

Lisa Mercado:

You can spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Architecture and the Welfare State is simple
bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read
it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.

Robert Oshea:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Architecture and the Welfare State can give you a lot of
pals because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Architecture and the Welfare State.
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