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The topic of certitude is much debated today. On one side, commentators such as Charles Krauthammer urge
us to achieve "moral clarity." On the other, those like George Will contend that the greatest present threat to
civilization is an excess of certitude. To address this uncomfortable debate, Susan Schreiner turns to the
intellectuals of early modern Europe, a period when thought was still fluid and had not yet been reified into
the form of rationality demanded by the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

Schreiner argues that Europe in the sixteenth century was preoccupied with concerns similar to ours; both the
desire for certainty -- especially religious certainty -- and warnings against certainty permeated the earlier
era. Digging beneath overt theological and philosophical problems, she tackles the underlying fears of the
period as she addresses questions of salvation, authority, the rise of skepticism, the outbreak of religious
violence, the discernment of spirits, and the ambiguous relationship between appearance and reality.

In her examination of the history of theological polemics and debates (as well as other genres), Schreiner
sheds light on the repeated evaluation of certainty and the recurring fear of deception. Among the texts she
draws on are Montaigne's Essays, the mystical writings of Teresa of Avila, the works of Reformation fathers
William of Occam, Luther, Thomas Muntzer, and Thomas More; and the dramas of Shakespeare. The result
is not a book about theology, but rather about the way in which the concern with certitude determined the
theology, polemics and literature of an age.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Rhee:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Are You Alone Wise?: The Search for Certainty in the Early
Modern Era (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology). Try to make book Are You Alone Wise?: The Search
for Certainty in the Early Modern Era (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) as your buddy. It means that it
can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you
can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Michael Griffin:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Are You Alone Wise?: The
Search for Certainty in the Early Modern Era (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) is kind of guide which
is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Mitchell Boone:

The reason why? Because this Are You Alone Wise?: The Search for Certainty in the Early Modern Era
(Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you
to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was
fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having
this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the
other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off
having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Robert Russell:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
reserve that need more time to be read. Are You Alone Wise?: The Search for Certainty in the Early Modern
Era (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have
those short spare time problems.
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