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India is facing a river pollution crisis today. The origins of this crisis are commonly traced back to post-
Independence economic development and urbanisation. This book, in contrast, shows that some important
early roots of India’s river pollution problem, and in particular the pollution of the Ganges, lie with British
colonial policies on wastewater disposal during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Analysing the two cornerstones of colonial river pollution history during the late 19th and early 20th
centuries – the introduction of sewerage systems and the introduction of biological sewage treatment
technologies in cities along the Ganges – the author examines different controversies around the proposed
and actual discharge of untreated/treated sewage into the Ganges, which involved officials on different
administrative levels as well as the Indian public. The analysis shows that the colonial state essentially
ignored the problematic aspects of sewage disposal into rivers, which were clearly evident from European
experience. Guided by colonial ideology and fiscal policy, colonial officials supported the introduction of the
cheapest available sewerage technologies, which were technologies causing extensive pollution. Thus,
policies on sewage disposal into the Ganges and other Indian rivers took on a definite shape around the turn
of the 20th century, and acquired certain enduring features that were to exert great negative influence on the
future development of river pollution in India.

A well-researched study on colonial river pollution history, this book presents an innovative contribution to
South Asian environmental history. It is of interest to scholars working on colonial, South Asian and
environmental history, and the colonial history of public health, science and technology.
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From reader reviews:

Jeff Jaco:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Environment and Pollution in Colonial India: Sewerage Technologies along
the Sacred Ganges (Routledge Studies in South Asian History). Try to stumble through book Environment
and Pollution in Colonial India: Sewerage Technologies along the Sacred Ganges (Routledge Studies in
South Asian History) as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Jerry Smith:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Environment and Pollution in Colonial
India: Sewerage Technologies along the Sacred Ganges (Routledge Studies in South Asian History). All type
of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Tamiko Harmon:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded
place and notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than
other is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Environment
and Pollution in Colonial India: Sewerage Technologies along the Sacred Ganges (Routledge Studies in
South Asian History) book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Pat Thomas:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by
looking at a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book
everywhere? It alright you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like
Environment and Pollution in Colonial India: Sewerage Technologies along the Sacred Ganges (Routledge
Studies in South Asian History) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's



see.
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