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One of America's foremost philosophers reflects on the discipline and its relation to everyday life.

Thoreau wrote that we have professors of philosophy but no philosophers. Can’t we have both? Why doesn’t
philosophy hold a more central place in our lives? Why should it? Eloquently opposing the analytic thrust of
philosophy in academia, noted pluralist philosopher Bruce Wilshire answers these questions and more in an
effort to make philosophy more meaningful to our everyday lives. Writing in an accessible style he resurrects
classic yet neglected forms of inquiring and communicating. In a series of personal essays, Wilshire
describes what is wrong with the current state of philosophy in American higher education, namely the cozy
but ultimately suffocating confinements of professionalism. He reclaims the role of the philosopher as one
who, like Socrates, would goad us out of self-contentedness into a more authentic way of being and
knowing.

“If answers regarding the meaning of life and the purpose of philosophy continue to elude Bruce Wilshire, he
is not alone. I am grateful to him for sharing his uncertainties, and also for reminding us of important issues
that go to the heart of our lives as philosophers. I recommend this book highly.” — Philip Cafaro, Journal of
Speculative Philosophy

“…Wilshire’s accomplishment goes well beyond this exposure of a fashionable nihilism. These elegantly
crafted essays renew a style and scope of thinking that will be welcome to readers of Parabola, who can only
lament a trend that threatens to have ‘the personal,’ ‘soul,’ or ‘spirit’ go the way of Zeus or Ahab—dated
curiosities to be archived as folksy myths for the untutored … Wilshire swims against the tide, reclaiming
from its sophisticated detractors the ever-abundant wonders, terrors, and sustaining intimacies of mortal
life.” — Parabola

“A daring book! It demonstrates why and how philosophy must address the perennial questions of human
existence. Failure to take up this challenge condemns the philosophy profession to irrelevancy and to the
nihilism that has plagued it for too long.” — Kenneth Stikkers, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale

“Wilshire illuminates not only philosophy today but the larger scene of the humanities as well. He addresses
the question: Wherefore reflective, philosophically informed thought in America in the future?” — Edward
S. Casey, State University of New York at Stony Brook

“This book blew my mind! It is a significant contribution to the growing literature assessing the fate of
philosophy in the twentieth century, especially in America.” — Nicholas Capaldi, The University of Tulsa

Bruce Wilshire is Senior Professor of Philosophy at Rutgers University. He received the Herbert Schneider
Lifetime Achievement Award for 2001 from the Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy. He
is the author of many books, including most recently, The Primal Roots of American Philosophy:
Pragmatism, Phenomenology, and Native American Thought.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Geer:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Fashionable Nihilism: A Critique of Analytic Philosophy. Try to make the
book Fashionable Nihilism: A Critique of Analytic Philosophy as your close friend. It means that it can
being your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you
can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with
this book.

Michelle Sanders:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Fashionable
Nihilism: A Critique of Analytic Philosophy? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside
you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Glenna Monaghan:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly
because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Fashionable Nihilism:
A Critique of Analytic Philosophy to read.

Mary Alejandro:

This Fashionable Nihilism: A Critique of Analytic Philosophy is great book for you because the content
which is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give
you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
Fashionable Nihilism: A Critique of Analytic Philosophy in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but
this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still



doubt that will?
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