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The Middle East Command in the Second
World War covered a vast region, stretching
across Egypt, Libya, Malta, Palestine and
Transjordan, Cyprus, Sudan, Eritrea, most of
Syria and a small part of Iraq, and included
some forty different languages. At one point
it also oversaw operations in Greece, Kenya
and British Somaliland. Its campaign area ran
for a thousand miles from the Jordan to the
Horn of Africa.
Initially under the leadership of General Sir
Archibald Wavell, Middle East Command’s
early actions were in contending with the
Italian forces in Libya and Italian East Africa.
He was soon distracted by the German
invasion of Greece and the subsequent
defence of, and withdrawal from, the Island
of Crete. With his attention turned from
North Africa to the Ægean, Italian forces in
North Africa were able to hold their ground
and even receive reinforcements in the form
of Rommel’s Afrika Korps .
Wavell’s despatches detail all of these
campaigns up to July 1941, when he was
superseded by General Claude Auchinleck.
The ‘Auk’ had to deal with the Anglo-Free
French invasion of Syria and Lebanon and the
nationalist uprising in Iraq. His main
concern, though, was with stopping
Rommel’s advances through Libya. The Axis
forces were eventually held close to the
border of Egypt at El Alamein. It was as far
as Rommel would go and it marked the end
of the long run of Axis successes in North
Africa.
The despatches presented here form a
unique collection of original reports from the
commanding officers in this widespread and
difficult region. This is the first time these



documents have been brought together in a
single volume
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From reader reviews:

Mark Feaster:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Operations in North
Africa and the Middle East 1939-1942: Tobruk, Crete, Syria and East Africa (Despatches from the Front) is
our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

William Holt:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Operations in North Africa and the Middle East 1939-1942: Tobruk, Crete,
Syria and East Africa (Despatches from the Front) book is readable through you who hate the perfect word
style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even
decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with Operations in North Africa and
the Middle East 1939-1942: Tobruk, Crete, Syria and East Africa (Despatches from the Front) content
conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Operations in North Africa and
the Middle East 1939-1942: Tobruk, Crete, Syria and East Africa (Despatches from the Front) is not loveable
to be your top listing reading book?

Shameka Smith:

This book untitled Operations in North Africa and the Middle East 1939-1942: Tobruk, Crete, Syria and East
Africa (Despatches from the Front) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is
because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the
book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for
your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Vivian Regan:

The actual book Operations in North Africa and the Middle East 1939-1942: Tobruk, Crete, Syria and East
Africa (Despatches from the Front) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just
before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this
book.
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