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Shortly after the launch of Operation Iraqi Freedom, the war in Iraq became the most confusing in U.S.
history, the high command not knowing who to fight, who was attacking Coalition troops, and who among
the different Iraqi groups were fighting each other. Yet there were a few astute officers like Lt. Col.
Christopher Hughes, commanding the 2d Battalion of the 327th Inf. Regiment, 101st Airborne, who sensed
the complexity of the task from the beginning.

In “War on Two Fronts” Col. Hughes writes movingly of his “No-Slack” battalion at war in Iraq. The war
got off to a bang for Hughes, when his brigade command tent was fragged by a Muslim sergeant in the 101st,
leaving him briefly in charge of the brigade. Amid the nighttime confusion of 14 casualties, a nearby Patriot
missile blasted off, panicking nearly everyone while mistakenly bringing down a British Tornado fighter-
bomber.

As Hughes’ battalion forged into Iraq they successfully liberated the city of Najaf, securing the safety of
Grand Ayatollah Sistani and the Mosque of Ali, while showing an acute cultural awareness in doing so that
caught the world's attention. It was a feat that landed Hughes within the pages of Time, Newsweek and other
publications. The “Screaming Eagles” of the 101st Airborne then implemented creative programs in the
initial postwar occupation, including harvesting the national wheat and barley crops, while combating nearly
invisible insurgents.

Conscious that an army battalion is a community of some 700-plus households, and that when a unit goes off
to war the families are intimately connected in our internet age, Hughes makes clear the strength of those
connections and how morale is best supported at both ends.

Transferred to Washington after his tour in Iraq, Hughes then writes an illuminating account of the herculean
efforts of many in the Pentagon to work around the corporatist elements of its bureaucracy, in order to better
understand counterinsurgency and national reconstruction, which Lawrence of Arabia characterized as “like
learning to eat soup with a knife.” To read this book will help understand the sources of mistakes made—and
still being made—and the process needed to chart a successful strategy.

Written with candor and no shortage of humor, intermixed with brutal scenes of combat and frank analysis,
this book is a must-read for all those who seek insight into our current war in the Mideast.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Wiggins:

The book War on Two Fronts: An Infantry Commander's War in Iraq and the Pentagon gives you the sense
of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
reading a book War on Two Fronts: An Infantry Commander's War in Iraq and the Pentagon to get your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a e-book War on Two Fronts: An
Infantry Commander's War in Iraq and the Pentagon. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book
or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

John Glass:

The book War on Two Fronts: An Infantry Commander's War in Iraq and the Pentagon can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book War on
Two Fronts: An Infantry Commander's War in Iraq and the Pentagon? Some of you have a different opinion
about guide. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you
can share all of these. Book War on Two Fronts: An Infantry Commander's War in Iraq and the Pentagon has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous
world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Shirley Arrington:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their can do
this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on
guardería until university need this specific War on Two Fronts: An Infantry Commander's War in Iraq and
the Pentagon to read.

Kathleen Bosarge:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a book. The book War on Two Fronts: An Infantry Commander's War in Iraq
and the Pentagon it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They



were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book has high quality.
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