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Life in Sofia, Bulgaria, in the late 1980s is bleak and controlled. The oppressive Communist regime bears
down on all aspects of people’s lives much like the granite sky overhead. In the crumbling old building that
hosts the Sofia Music School for the Gifted, inflexible and unsentimental apparatchiks drill the students like
soldiers—as if the music they are teaching did not have the power to set these young souls on fire.

Fifteen-year-old Konstantin is a brash, brilliant pianist of exceptional sensitivity, struggling toward
adulthood in a society where honest expression often comes at a terrible cost. Confined to the Music School
for most of each day and a good part of the night, Konstantin exults in his small rebellions—smoking,
drinking, and mocking Party pomp and cant at every opportunity. Intelligent and arrogant, funny and
despairing, compassionate and cruel, he is driven simultaneously by a desire to be the best and an almost
irresistible urge to fail. His isolation, buttressed by the grim conventions of a loveless society, prevents him
from getting close to the mercurial violin virtuoso Irina, but also from understanding himself.

Through it all, Konstantin plays the piano with inflamed passion: he is transported by unparalleled
explorations of Chopin, Debussy, and Bach, even as he is cursed by his teachers’ numbing efforts at mind
control. Each challenging piano piece takes on a life of its own, engendering exquisite new revelations. A
refuge from a reality Konstantin detests, the piano is also what tethers him to it. Yet if he can only truly
master this grandest of instruments—as well as his own self-destructive urges—it might just secure his
passage out of this broken country.

Nikolai Grozni—himself a native of Bulgaria and a world-class pianist in his youth—sets this electrifying
portrait of adolescent longing and anxiety against a backdrop of tumultuous, historic world events. Hypnotic
and headlong, Wunderkind gives us a stunningly urgent, acutely observed, and wonderfully tragicomic
glimpse behind the Iron Curtain at the very end of the Cold War, reminding us of the sometimes life-saving
grace of great music.
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From reader reviews:

Megan Fairbanks:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the book untitled Wunderkind: A Novel can be very good book to read. May be it may be best
activity to you.

Jacob Smith:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Wunderkind: A Novel this reserve consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Franklin Richter:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This reserve Wunderkind: A Novel was filled with regards to science. Spend
your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has distinct
feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to
read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

John Jeanbaptiste:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. By the book Wunderkind: A Novel we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate
with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Wunderkind: A Novel. You can more
inviting than now.
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