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On a wintry night in 1831, a man named Charlie Silver was murdered with an axe and his body burned in a
cabin in the mountains of North Carolina. His young wife, Frankie Silver, was tried and hanged for the
crime. In later years people claimed that a tree growing near the ruins of the old cabin was cursed--that
anyone who climbed into it would be unable to get out. Daniel Patterson uses this "accurst" tree as a
metaphor for the grip the story of the murder has had on the imaginations of the local community, the wider
world, and the noted Appalachian traditional singer and storyteller Bobby McMillon.

For nearly 170 years, the memory of Frankie Silver has been kept alive by a ballad and local legends and by
the news accounts, fiction, plays, and other works they inspired. Weaving Bobby McMillon's personal story-
-how and why he became a taleteller and what this story means to him--into an investigation of the Silver
murder, Patterson explores the genesis and uses of folklore and the interplay between folklore, social and
personal history, law, and narrative as people and communities try to understand human character and fate.

Bobby McMillon is a furniture and hospital worker in Lenoir, North Carolina, with deep roots in Appalachia
and a lifelong passion for learning and performing traditional songs and tales. He has received a North
Carolina Folk Heritage Award from the state's Arts Council and also the North Carolina Folklore Society's
Brown-Hudson Folklore Award.
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From reader reviews:

Verna Riddle:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled A Tree
Accurst: Bobby McMillon and Stories of Frankie Silver? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before.
Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Kimberly Dyer:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This A Tree Accurst: Bobby
McMillon and Stories of Frankie Silver is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Louis Ono:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be read. A Tree Accurst: Bobby McMillon and Stories of Frankie Silver can be your answer
given it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Mary Tobin:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Tree Accurst: Bobby McMillon and Stories of
Frankie Silver can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?
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