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A frank and entertaining memoir, from the daughter of Edward Said, about growing up second-
generation Arab American and struggling with that identity.

The daughter of a prominent Palestinian father and a sophisticated Lebanese mother, Najla Said grew up in
New York City, confused and conflicted about her cultural background and identity. Said knew that her
parents identified deeply with their homelands, but growing up in a Manhattan world that was defined
largely by class and conformity, she felt unsure about who she was supposed to be, and was often in denial
of the differences she sensed between her family and those around her. The fact that her father was the
famous intellectual and outspoken Palestinian advocate Edward Said only made things more complicated.
She may have been born a Palestinian Lebanese American, but in Said’s mind she grew up first as a WASP,
having been baptized Episcopalian in Boston and attending the wealthy Upper East Side girls’ school
Chapin, then as a teenage Jew, essentially denying her true roots, even to herself—until, ultimately, the
psychological toll of all this self-hatred began to threaten her health.

As she grew older, making increased visits to Palestine and Beirut, Said’s worldview shifted. The attacks on
the World Trade Center, and some of the ways in which Americans responded, finally made it impossible for
Said to continue to pick and choose her identity, forcing her to see herself and her passions more clearly.
Today, she has become an important voice for second-generation Arab Americans nationwide.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Cornish:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Looking for Palestine: Growing Up Confused in an Arab-American
Family.

Linda Young:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Looking for Palestine: Growing Up
Confused in an Arab-American Family will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you
can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book
with you?

Mark Malek:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look
for book, may be the guide untitled Looking for Palestine: Growing Up Confused in an Arab-American
Family can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Christopher Arnold:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Looking for Palestine: Growing Up
Confused in an Arab-American Family book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt
Looking for Palestine: Growing Up Confused in an Arab-American Family as good book not merely by the
cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do
you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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