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During the Enlightenment, Western scholars racialized ideas, deeming knowledge based on reality superior
to that based on ideality. Scholars labeled inquiries into ideality, such as animism and soul-migration,
“savage philosophy,” a clear indicator of the racism motivating the distinction between the real and the ideal.
In their view, the savage philosopher mistakes connections between signs for connections between real
objects and believes that discourse can have physical effects—in other words, they believe in magic.

Christopher Bracken’s Magical Criticism brings the unacknowledged history of this racialization to light and
shows how, even as we have rejected ethnocentric notions of “the savage,” they remain active today in
everything from attacks on postmodernism to Native American land disputes. Here Bracken reveals that
many of the most influential Western thinkers dabbled in savage philosophy, from Marx, Nietzsche, and
Proust, to Freud, C. S. Peirce, and Walter Benjamin. For Bracken, this recourse to savage philosophy
presents an opportunity to reclaim a magical criticism that can explain the very real effects created by the
discourse of historians, anthropologists, philosophers, the media, and governments.
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From reader reviews:

Jerold Richards:

The book Magical Criticism: The Recourse of Savage Philosophy can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book Magical Criticism: The Recourse
of Savage Philosophy? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can
give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book
Magical Criticism: The Recourse of Savage Philosophy has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great
and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Margaret Cardwell:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Magical Criticism: The Recourse of
Savage Philosophy can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?

Homer Simon:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real
their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Magical Criticism: The Recourse of Savage Philosophy can make you experience
more interested to read.

Judy Brown:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And you know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is
this Magical Criticism: The Recourse of Savage Philosophy.
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