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Winner of the August Prize, Sweden's most important literary award
A Globe and Mail Best Books of the Year 2011 Title

To be published in more than twenty-five languages

A major international literary event

"This is real literature. A great work of fiction." —Per Svensson, Dagens Nyheter

In February 1940, the Nazis established what would become the second-largest Jewish ghetto, in the Polish
city of Lódz. The leader they appointed was Mordechai Chaim Rumkowski, a sixty-three-year-old Jewish
businessman and orphanage director—and the elusive, authoritarian power sustaining the ghetto's very
existence.

A haunting, profoundly challenging novel, The Emperor of Lies chronicles the tale of Rumkowski's
monarchical rule over a quarter-million Jews for the next four and a half years. Driven by a titanic ambition,
he sought to transform the ghetto into a productive industrial complex and strove to make it—and
himself—indispensable to the Nazi regime. These compromises would have extraordinary consequences not
only for Rumkowski but for everyone living in the ghetto. Drawing on the detailed records of life in Lódz,
Steve Sem-Sandberg, in a masterful feat of literary imagination and empathy, captures the full panorama of
human resilience and probes deeply into the nature of evil. Through the dramatic narrative, he asks the most
difficult questions: Was Rumkowski a ruthless opportunist, an accessory to the Nazi regime motivated by a
lust for power? Or was he a pragmatist who managed to save Jewish lives through his collaboration policies?
How did the inhabitants of the ghetto survive in such extreme circumstances?

A critically acclaimed breakout bestseller in Sweden, The Emperor of Lies introduces a writer of great
significance to American readers. The archives detail daily life in the Lodz ghetto, under the reign of
Rumkowki, but it takes a writer with Sem-Sandberg's singular talent to help us understand the truth of this
chilling history.
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From reader reviews:

Alvin Pryor:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Emperor of Lies: A Novel.

Barbara Palmer:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't would like
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Emperor of Lies: A Novel. All type
of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Charles Smith:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the publication untitled The Emperor of Lies: A Novel can be great book
to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Jason Probst:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Emperor of Lies: A Novel can give you
a lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make
you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Emperor of Lies: A Novel.
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