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During the Cold War, Ellis Island no longer served as the largest port of entry for immigrants, but as a prison

for holding aliens the state wished to deport. The government criminalized those it considered un-assimilable

(from left-wing intellectuals and black radicals to racialized migrant laborers) through the denial, annulment,

and curtailment of citizenship and its rights. The island, ceasing to represent the iconic ideal of immigrant

America, came to symbolize its very limits.

Unbecoming Americans sets out to recover the shadow narratives of un-American writers forged out of the

racial and political limits of citizenship. In this collection of Afro-Caribbean, Filipino, and African American

writers—C.L.R. James, Carlos Bulosan, Claudia Jones, and Richard Wright—Joseph Keith examines how

they used their exclusion from the nation, a condition he terms “alienage,” as a standpoint from which to

imagine alternative global solidarities and to interrogate the contradictions of the United States as a country,

a republic, and an empire at the dawn of the "American Century.”

Building on scholarship linking the forms of the novel to those of the nation, the book explores how these

writers employed alternative aesthetic forms, including memoir, cultural criticism, and travel narrative, to

contest prevailing notions of race, nation, and citizenship. Ultimately they produced a vital counter-discourse

of freedom in opposition to the new formations of empire emerging in the years after World War II, forms

that continue to shape our world today.
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From reader reviews:

Ramona Johnson:

The book Unbecoming Americans: Writing Race and Nation from the Shadows of Citizenship, 1945-1960
(The American Literatures Initiative) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Unbecoming Americans: Writing Race and Nation from
the Shadows of Citizenship, 1945-1960 (The American Literatures Initiative)? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Unbecoming Americans: Writing Race and
Nation from the Shadows of Citizenship, 1945-1960 (The American Literatures Initiative) has simple shape
however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and
read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Cheryl Kirkland:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Unbecoming Americans: Writing Race and Nation
from the Shadows of Citizenship, 1945-1960 (The American Literatures Initiative) can give you a lot of
friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information
that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So ,
why hesitate? We need to have Unbecoming Americans: Writing Race and Nation from the Shadows of
Citizenship, 1945-1960 (The American Literatures Initiative).

Jo Villegas:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Unbecoming Americans: Writing Race and Nation from the Shadows
of Citizenship, 1945-1960 (The American Literatures Initiative) can make you really feel more interested to
read.

Catherine Almond:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Unbecoming Americans: Writing Race and Nation



from the Shadows of Citizenship, 1945-1960 (The American Literatures Initiative) to make your personal
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to
choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is
to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the e-book Unbecoming
Americans: Writing Race and Nation from the Shadows of Citizenship, 1945-1960 (The American
Literatures Initiative) can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of their time.
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