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Albert Schweitzer maintained that the idea of "Reverence for Life" came upon him on the Ogowe River as an
"unexpected discovery, like a revelation in the midst of intense thought." While Schweitzer made numerous
significant contributions to an incredible diversity of fields - medicine, music, biblical studies, philosophy
and theology - he regarded Reverence for Life as his greatest contribution and the one by which he most
wanted to be remembered. Yet this concept has been the subject of a range of distortions and
misunderstandings, both academic and popular. In this book, Ara Barsam provides a new interpretation of
Schweitzer's reverence and shows how it emerged from his studies of German philosophy, Indian religions,
and his biblical scholarship on Jesus and Paul.

By throwing light on the origin and development of Schweitzer's thought, Barsam leads his readers to a
closer appreciation of the contribution that reverence makes to current ethical issues. Whereas previous
commentators have focused on "reverence for life" as a philosophical ethic located in that tradition, this book
demonstrates that it is in fact Schweitzer's theology that provides the hitherto undiscerned foundation for his
ethic. Even among those who herald Schweitzer as the one who brought "reverence" to Christianity, there
exists a tendency to underemphasize how his thinking also developed from his pivotal encounter with Indian
religions. As Barsam shows, it is impossible to grasp the nature and the significance of Barsam's contribution
without addressing that link.

Life-centered ethics - in the broadest sense - have continued to flourish, yet Schweitzer's pioneering
contribution is often overlooked. Not only did he help establish the issue on the moral agenda, but, most
significant, he also provided much sought after philosophical and theological foundations. Schweitzer
emerges from this critical study of his life and thought as a remarkable individual who should rightfully be
regarded as a moral giant of the twentieth-century.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Whisler:

The book Reverence for Life: Albert Schweitzer's Great Contribution to Ethical Thought can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book
Reverence for Life: Albert Schweitzer's Great Contribution to Ethical Thought? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you
are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Reverence for Life: Albert
Schweitzer's Great Contribution to Ethical Thought has simple shape however you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Phillip Herzog:

Typically the book Reverence for Life: Albert Schweitzer's Great Contribution to Ethical Thought will bring
you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When
you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Reverence for Life: Albert
Schweitzer's Great Contribution to Ethical Thought is much recommended to you you just read. You can
also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Melanie Finnegan:

The reserve with title Reverence for Life: Albert Schweitzer's Great Contribution to Ethical Thought has a
lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of
book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world
today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you
with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.

Eric Rodriguez:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That Reverence for Life: Albert Schweitzer's Great Contribution to
Ethical Thought can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have
point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize,
by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Reverence for
Life: Albert Schweitzer's Great Contribution to Ethical Thought.
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