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'On the banks of the Thames it is a tremendous chapter of accidents'. As Henry James surveys London in
1888, he sums up what had fascinated urban observers for a century: the random and even accidental
development of this unprecedented form of human settlement, the modern metropolis. By Accident or
Design: Writing the Victorian Metropolis takes James at his word, arguing that accident was both a powerful
metaphor and material context through which the
Victorians arrested the paradoxes of metropolitan modernity and reconfigured understandings of form and
change. Paul Fyfe shows how the material conditions of urban accidents offer new and compelling modes of
analysis for intellectual and literary history. Through extensive archival study and interdisciplinary
analysis of urban-industrial accidents, risk management, and civic improvements, By Accident or Design
reclaims the metropolis as ground zero for some of the most important thinking about causation in the
nineteenth century. It demonstrates the centrality of interdependent concepts of design and accident not only
to metropolitan discourse, but also to current critical discourse about the formal and circulatory dynamics of
Victorian metropolitan writing. Thus, this book offers a new
vocabulary for the dialectics of the modern city and the signature forms of writing about it, including the
newspaper, the illustrated periodical, the industrial novel, and urban broadsheets.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Nichols:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular By Accident or Design: Writing the Victorian
Metropolis is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Roland Hall:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled By
Accident or Design: Writing the Victorian Metropolis the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get just before. The By Accident or Design: Writing the Victorian Metropolis giving you a
different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life in
this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?

Leslie Yazzie:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find e-
book that need more time to be study. By Accident or Design: Writing the Victorian Metropolis can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Tia Rosario:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This publication By Accident or Design: Writing the Victorian Metropolis was filled
about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people
has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to
read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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