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This volume articulates a new framework for language policy research that explores the connections between
language policy and political economy. The chapters are united in their focus on English, a language that has
enjoyed a reputation as a "global language" over the course of the last century and that is perceived as a tool
for socioeconomic mobility. The book argues that adopting a new, political economic approach to language
policy research will enhance our ability to provide more consistent explanations about the status, functions,
benefits, and limitations of English in its various roles in non-English dominant countries.

The book poses the questions: Does English serve as a "lingua franca" and does it advance the interests of
sustainable economic and social development in low-income countries? Written by leading experts in
language policy research, the chapters reveal the myriad and complex ways in which government leaders,
policymakers, and communities make decisions about the languages that will be taught as subjects or used as
media of instruction in schools. English is often advertised as a social "good" with unquestioned instrumental
value, yet access to quality English-medium education in low-income countries tends to be restricted to those
with sufficient economic means to pay for it. As the capitalist world economy continues to change and grow,
and assuming that translation technologies continue to improve, it is likely that the roles and relative
importance of English as a global language will change significantly. Assessing the costs and benefits of
acquiring English therefore takes on increased urgency. The book argues that a political economic approach
is particularly appropriate in this endeavor, as it takes into account theories and empirical findings from a
range of disciplines in order to assess and explain real-world phenomena that do not fit neatly into boxes
labeled "economic," "social," "political" or "cultural."

Together, the chapters in this volume argue for a new direction in language policy studies-grounded in
political economy -- that will explain why English has been experienced as both a blessing and curse in
different parts of the world, why English continues to be useful as a lingua franca for particular sectors of the
global economy, and why it is a detriment to economic development in many low-income countries. The
book will be invaluable to language policy scholars, policy-makers, and educators, significantly advancing
research in this important field.
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Smith:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Language Policy and Political Economy:
English in a Global Context will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable
book with you?

John Barrow:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details. When
you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Language
Policy and Political Economy: English in a Global Context, you could tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Amanda Doss:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the book untitled Language Policy and Political Economy: English in a
Global Context can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Jack Nguyen:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get great deal of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is Language Policy and Political Economy: English in a Global Context.
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