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Liberty and freedom: Americans agree that these values are fundamental to our nation, but what do they
mean? How have their meanings changed through time? In this new volume of cultural history, David
Hackett Fischer shows how these varying ideas form an intertwined strand that runs through the core of
American life.
Fischer examines liberty and freedom not as philosophical or political abstractions, but as folkways and
popular beliefs deeply embedded in American culture. Tocqueville called them "habits of the heart." From
the earliest colonies, Americans have shared ideals of liberty and freedom, but with very different meanings.
Like DNA these ideas have transformed and recombined in each generation.
The book arose from Fischer's discovery that the words themselves had differing origins: the Latinate
"liberty" implied separation and independence. The root meaning of "freedom" (akin to "friend") connoted
attachment: the rights of belonging in a community of freepeople. The tension between the two senses has
been a source of conflict and creativity throughout American history.
Liberty & Freedom studies the folk history of those ideas through more than 400 visions, images, and
symbols. It begins with the American Revolution, and explores the meaning of New England's Liberty Tree,
Pennsylvania's Liberty Bells, Carolina's Liberty Crescent, and "Don't Tread on Me" rattlesnakes. In the new
republic, the search for a common American symbol gave new meaning to Yankee Doodle, Uncle Sam, Miss
Liberty, and many other icons. In the Civil War, Americans divided over liberty and freedom. Afterward,
new universal visions were invented by people who had formerly been excluded from a free society--African
Americans, American Indians, and immigrants. The twentieth century saw liberty and freedom tested by
enemies and contested at home, yet it brought the greatest outpouring of new visions, from Franklin
Roosevelt's Four Freedoms to Martin Luther King's "dream" to Janis Joplin's "nothin' left to lose."
Illustrated in full color with a rich variety of images, Liberty and Freedom is, literally, an eye-opening work
of history--stimulating, large-spirited, and ultimately, inspiring.
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From reader reviews:

William Perez:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Liberty and Freedom: A Visual
History of America's Founding Ideas (America: a cultural history). All type of book could you see on many
sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Richard Delarosa:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Liberty and Freedom: A Visual
History of America's Founding Ideas (America: a cultural history) book as this book offers you rich details
and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Helen Leavitt:

You can obtain this Liberty and Freedom: A Visual History of America's Founding Ideas (America: a
cultural history) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be
your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by
means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to
now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Richard Dean:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By the book Liberty and Freedom: A Visual History of America's Founding Ideas (America: a cultural
history) we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must
choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to
change your life by this book Liberty and Freedom: A Visual History of America's Founding Ideas
(America: a cultural history). You can more inviting than now.
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