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Are humans unique in having self-refl ective consciousness? Or can precursors to this central form of human
consciousness be found in non-human species? The Missing Link in Cognition brings together a diverse
group of researchers who have been investigating this question from avariety of perspectives, including the
extent to which non-human primates, and, indeed, young children, have consciousness, a sense of self,
thought process, metacognitions, and representations. Some of the participants--Kitcher, Higgins, Nelson,
and Tulving--argue that these types of cognitive abilities are uniquely human, whereas others--Call,
Hampton, Kinsbourne, Menzel, Metcalfe, Schwartz, Smith, and Terrace--are convinced that at |east the
precursors to self-reflective consciousness exist in non-human primates.

Their debate focuses primarily on the underpinnings of consciousness. Some of the participants believe that
consciousness depends on representational thought and on the mental manipulation of such representations.
I's representational thought enough to ensure consciousness, or does one need more? If one needs more,
exactly what is needed? Is reflection upon the representations, that is, metacognition, the link? Does a
realization of the contingencies, that is, "knowing that," in Gilbert Ryle's terminology, ensure that a person or
an animal is conscious? s true episodic memory needed for consciousness, and if so, do any animals have it?
Isit possible to have episodic memory or, indeed, any self-reflective processing, without language?

Other participants believe that consciousness is inextricably intertwined with a sense of self or self-
awareness. From where does this sense of self or self-awareness arise? Some of the participants believe that
it develops only through the use of language and the narrative form. If it does develop in this way, what
about claims of a sense of self or self-awareness in non-human animals? Others believe that the
autobiographical record implied by episodic memory is fundamental. To what extent must non-human
animals have the linguistic, metacognitive, and/or representational abilities to develop a sense of self or self-
awareness? These and other related concerns are crucial in this volume's lively debate over the nature of the
missing cognitive link, and whether gorillas, chimps, or other species might be more like humans than many
have supposed.
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From reader reviews:
JamesLindberg:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The Missing Link in Cognition: Origins of Self-
Reflective Consciousness will make you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make
you bored. It isfar from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
suitable book with you?

Jimmy Maiden:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be alife style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one along
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular The Missing Link in Cognition: Origins of
Sdlf-Reflective Consciousness is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Christi Shoup:

This The Missing Link in Cognition: Origins of Self-Reflective Consciousness tend to be reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Missing Link in Cognition:
Origins of Self-Reflective Consciousness can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your
prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Missing Link in Cognition: Origins of Self-
Reflective Consciousness forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving
you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So, let's haveit and luxuriate in
reading.

Maria Swensen:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the most
effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching fromit. It is known as of book
The Missing Link in Cognition: Origins of Self-Reflective Consciousness. Y ou can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for
aother place.
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