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As a transformative thinker of the twentieth century, whose work spanned all branches of the humanities,
Michel Foucault had a complex and profound relationship with literature. And yet this critical aspect of his
thought, because it was largely expressed in speeches and interviews, remains virtually unknown to even his
most loyal readers. This book brings together previously unpublished transcripts of oral presentations in
which Foucault speaks at length about literature and its links to some of his principal themes: madness,
language and criticism, and truth and desire.

The associations between madness and language—and madness and silence—preoccupy Foucault in two
1963 radio broadcasts, presented here, in which he ranges among literary examples from Cervantes and
Shakespeare to Diderot, before taking up questions about Artaud’s literary correspondence, lettres de cachet,
and the materiality of language. In his lectures on the relations among language, the literary work, and
literature, he discusses Joyce, Proust, Chateaubriand, Racine, and Corneille, as well as the linguist Roman
Jakobson. What we know as literature, Foucault contends, begins with the Marquis de Sade, to whose
writing—particularly La Nouvelle Justine and Juliette—he devotes a full two-part lecture series focusing on
notions of literary self-consciousness.

Following his meditations on history in the recently published Speech Begins after Death, this current
volume makes clear the importance of literature to Foucault’s thought and intellectual development.
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From reader reviews:

Anne Hahn:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed
Language, Madness, and Desire: On Literature? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Dora Champagne:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Language, Madness, and Desire: On
Literature book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred
per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Miguel Ross:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Language, Madness, and Desire: On Literature
publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand
by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill
only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Language, Madness, and Desire: On
Literature as good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break
don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come
on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.

Kirk Banks:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book Language, Madness, and Desire: On Literature was filled with regards to
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people
has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you
can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.
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