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Through the rise and fall of empires, ideologies, and economies, tobacco grown on the tiny island of Cuba
has remained an enduring symbol of pleasure and extravagance. Cultivated as one of the first reliable
commodities for those inhabitants who remained after conquistadors moved on in search of a mythical
wellspring of gold, tobacco quickly became crucial to the support of the swelling Spanish Empire in the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Eventually, however, tobacco became one of the final stabilizing
forces in the empire, and it ultimately proved more resilient than the best laid plans of kings and queens.
Tobacco, and those whose livelihoods depended on it, shrugged off the Empire's collapse and pressed on into
the twentieth century as an economic force any state or political power must reckon with.

Cosner explores the history of this golden leaf through the personal narratives of farmers, bureaucrats, and
laborers, all struggling to build an independent and lucrative economic engine. Through conquest, rebellion,
colonial and imperial schemes, and the eventual Communist revolution, Cuban tobacco and cigars became a
luxury item that commanded loyalty that defied mere borders or embargoes. Ultimately, The Golden Leaf is
a story of two carefully cultivated products: Cuban tobacco, and its lofty reputation.
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From reader reviews:

Cortney Roller:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this The Golden Leaf: How Tobacco Shaped Cuba
and the Atlantic World to read.

Martina White:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How people
have to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Golden Leaf: How Tobacco
Shaped Cuba and the Atlantic World book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course
the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Roberta Swinton:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This The Golden Leaf: How Tobacco
Shaped Cuba and the Atlantic World is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well
as soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Julio Canfield:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Golden Leaf: How
Tobacco Shaped Cuba and the Atlantic World which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's observe.
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